


\BBETT’S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 








a 


ot. 81.—Ne. 11.j 


LONDON, SATURDAY, Serremsber l4tn, 1833. 


[ Price 1s, 2d. 











SS ome ctlCc CrmUC rll TCO TO llU 





=F 





TO THE 


ON. JOHN STUART WORTLEY. 


Bolt-court, 13. September, 1833. 


Sir,—I shall, next week, address to 
bu a letter diseussing the remaining 
oppositions stated in my letter of last 
eek ; and, when you hay ! 





ecase of authors: very well 
lords, who do not write and publish ; 
t, when they set out.on the pursuit of 
me as authors, they must take the 
ldiers’ lot, and abide by the dictum of 
e Scripture; “ He who lives by the 
n shall perish by the pen.” 
Having thus given you due warning, 
nave only to add, that 
I am, Sir, 
your most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 
Wa. COBBETT. 


nae BaewrrTrewr & ia See eS Ue 





TO THE 


PEOPLE OF PRESTON. 


Mr Faisnps,—I believe I mentioned 
you before, the curious history of our 
- Jounny Woop; but I must be a 
“ More particular now, especially as 
all have to hook in one of those who 
re his auxiliaries at the election of 
eres eran 
: ITH ot 
Son ought not to ¢ 4 hers, that 











should certainly be put; when the old 
Cotton-Lord was told this (Cotton-Lord 
become ‘Squire), he resisted the argu- 
ments used upon the occasion; and, 
when told that his son could do nothing 
in Parliament, his answer was, that 
“ neither could Cobbett do any thing,” 
and that he had a right to endeavour to 
raise his family in the world. This was 
the sort of language of Dr. Crompton, 
of Rusuton, and of all those who had 
pretended to entertain so strong a desire 
to see me in Parliament. I, on my part, 
was quite convinced, that the enterprise 
of the Woops was a mere matter of 
pounds, shillings, and pence, and that 
the seat was intended to be converted 
into a fat place of some sort or other. 
Now, | wi 4 ail 


Granvitie Somerset brought forward 
a complaint in the House of Commons, 
that a Mr. Mirrorp (of whom I never 
heard before) had been displaced from 
the board of taxes, and had been put 
upon a retired allowance at the public 
charge, with a loss to the public of 
eight hundred pounds a-year, for the sole 
purpose of making a good fat place of 
fifteen or sixteen hundred a-year for a 
Mr. Woop. His Lordship, who had 
done me the honour to sit alongside of 
me before he got up to speak, performed 
his affair in a very handsome manner : 
but I, having a petition to present after 
he had done, was rather impatient, 
looking upon this complaint as being 
nothing more than a mere matter of 
pounds, shillings, and pence, which the 
Whigs had settled to the disadvantage 
of the Tories, of which latter, Lord 
Granvitte Somerset seems to be the 
head ; and I paid little or no attention 
to the repeated sound of the words 
Mirrorp and Woop, than I should 
have paid to that of the strokes of a 
hammer heard in the next room. There 
is, too, a Mr. Woop, who is a son-in- 


into Which, were it not for him, flaw of Lord Grey, and who was siting 
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on -the ‘Treasury-bench -at tlre ‘fime. 
4 took it for -grauted, that this much 
envied Mr. Woop, about whom they 
were talking, was a brother of this Mr. 
Woop; and I was confirmed in this 
motion by Lord Acrnokre’s defending 
the job by saying, that it being abso- 
lutely necessary that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer should have personal and 
confidential conferences with the chief 
taxer, and as he was in the habit of 
great personal intimacy with Mr. 
Woop, he had chosen him for the 
station, rather than keep Mr. Mirrearp 
in it, though Mr. Mirrorp was.a gen- 
tleman of great experience in those 
affairs, and a person wholly unexception- 
able in all respects whatsvever. 

This settled the point, in my mind: 
*“ lucky fellow,” said I to myself, ‘ to 
*‘ be the brother or cousin of the Lord 
** Treasurer’sson-in-law :"’ theaffair was 
coming to a close, and Ll was musing a 
little on an adventure that had lost the 
Tories sixteen hundred a-year, and the 
public eight hundred a-year, in order 
that the sixteen hundred a-year might 
be grabbed by the Whigs. ‘The thing 
‘was, as it were, settled; but Mr. 
Spainc Ricew, thinking that his office 
demanded some little maiter from him 
in the way of eulogium on this Mr. 
Woon, let slip out these words : “‘ When 
**Mr. Woop relinguished his seat for 
* Preston :” as the old women in the 
country say, you might have knocked 
me down with a feather! I opened my 
eyes; almost started from my seat; 
** What the devil,” exclaimed | to my- 
self, “ is this Joun Woop! Ah, ah, 
now for my Preston prophecy, then !” 
I got up, as soon as | could, and said, 
rs “on. _ noble Lord on the Opposite 
* bench has lately called in question 
Fe my gift of prophecy ; 1 will now pro- 

duce evidence of the existence of that 
“ gift, which no one will question. 
“* Standing upon the hustings at Paxs- 
a TON, with this very Mr. Woop, and 
7. ony the people threaten him 
? icy would sweat his purse, J 
. ple Bose to his face, ‘ You may 
yr t his purse to-day, but he and his 
e, , cunning old father will sweat yours 

in the end ; that which he is giving 
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“ * oversyonder: in beef sand beer, bes 
“« “dending’tocorruption. He does.ag 
“want the seat in Parliament, {fg 
] 
“«* which he is wholly unfit: he wang 
‘* © it as a channel through which to get 
“some fat post, under pretence of 
‘* “which to pocket the public money’ 
** And, thus, sir, I have this prophecy 
‘* fulfilled, at any rate.” 

Mr. Spraina Rice, whose superabu- 
dant zeal had produced this unexpected 
set of observations, endeavoured to re. 
trieve the affair, by saying that Mr, 
Woop had -now. relinquished the Re 
cordership of York ; just as if that had 
not been given him by the Whigs! | 
had been.a little nibble ; a stay-stomach, 
till a good lump could be got, suf 
ficient to satisfy old Woop and his son, 
Besides, is there nothing else, belonging 
to this seat’ for Pagsron and this fat 
taxing post? You will observe that by 
Woon's being provided, Mr. 5m» 
Ley has come in for Preston very 
quietly. You will farther observe, that 
Jonn Woop, before his promotion t 
this post, “went to .Mancuester and 
beat up for Povoterr Tuomson ; west 
thither and made speeches for him, and 
wanted to come and make speeches 0 
the hustings on the day of nomination; 
so that here he was, at Presron and 
at Mancnesrar, working for the bro» 
ther of one Cabinet.Minister and fort 
Cabinet Minister himself, in order t0 
provide them with seats in Parliament 
His reward is, a fat and lazy post, of 
sixteen hundred pounds a-yee!, which 
ought not to cost the public three hee. 
dred pounds a-year ; and the business? 
that post is, to squeeze from your wm 
and bones those taxes, against which 
inveighed, in his.speeches to you, "* 
all the bitterness which belongs ' his 
and with all the force which his p'™ 
talents adinit of, 

What you are to do herea 
regard to this man; whether you sho 
let him remain to swallow his ¥ 
in quiet, or make your complaints wt 
Parliament, on account of the mons 
transaction, of laying eight hu 
pounds a-year upon the public, 19 a 
to provide a post for this your late 
presentative, is.a matter that We 
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s k about another time; but, as you 
ny ve been, though innocently, the cause 
. this piece of oppression on the people, 
is will, [ think, become you to lead the 
t mv in an endeavour to obtain redress 
if 2 fault which you have to find is 
5 ‘s: not that this Woop is a fat-taxer ; 
7 t that a load ofcight hundred pounds 
year has been laid upon the people, in 
. der to give him his fat posts; and that 
: is never would have been, had nota 
. nse faction of Preston deceived a ma- 
fr rity of the voters of that place, so as 
, induce them to give hint a seat in 
‘ arliament. 
i Now, let us turn fo his auxiliaries at 
: at election, of whom roaring Rusu- 
w was the leader. I was sure that 
h his man was in pursuit of pubiic mo- 
= y,at that time. In a year or two 
: ierwards, I heard of his being in pre- 
J aration to “* go to the bar.” “Ge to 
‘ e bar,” said 1; “* what should he do 
y there ? Roaring will do nothing at the 
. tar! Oh no, it is not the dar that he 
¥ is going to: he is going to the 
CRIB.” I should be a pretty cox- 


bmb if I were to*'preterid to be a 
wyer; but, I shonld be the greatest 
pocrite that ever lived, if I pretended 
t to know a thousand times as much 
Was roaring Ruswron. Well, there 
eisat CRIB, already. He cannot have 
een called to the bar, above a year-or 
D. He did not enter, I believe, till 
pout Six years ago: he has not, there- 
bre, been at the bar above a year at the 
host. At no assize at Westminster 
all, at no quarter-sessions, at no po- 
e-ollice: at no petty-sessions, even 
ive we heard of the roaring of Rusu- 
DN | but, it seems, that we are to hear 
him in the House of Commons.: not 
> hear him roar there, God forbid ! 
u', to hear of him as one of the sages 
the law, who have been appointed by 
byal commission, to frame a code for 
te refortaing of old corporations and 
br the establishing of new ones. Gra- 
ous Gol! Why, the persons to perform 
task ought to have been profound 

yers ; lawyers thoroughly skilled in 
me ancient laws and customs of the 
ngdom ; in tenures of every descrip- 
4; 0 the rights still retained. of all | 
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the guilds and fraternities and chartered 
establishmeats. ‘Two men, at least, of 
this description, associated with magise 
trates well known for their impartiality 
and deeply interested in the well-being 
of the kingdom; such a commission, 
having the most learned of the judges 
occasionally to advise with, is what 
ought to have been, and without any 
regard whatsoever, to any of the dis- 
tinctions of party-politics. Instead of 
this, we have a set, of whom Rusuton 
forms a part: this roaring, bellowing, 
electioneering wrangler; and, this, too, 
upon the bare pretence that he is a bar- 
rister. Were he really profound ; avere 
he every thing else that we could ask, 
his want of experience would be ‘more 
than a sufficient objection. He has 
been a mathematical instrument vender, 
and a book-selling newspapering man,all 
his life-time ; and is this a man to settle 
some of the most intricate, and, at the 
same time, most weighty concerns of 
this kingdom. He has absolutely no- 
thing but the piece of black stuff that 
covers his body, and the buzzely bunch 
of white hair that covers his head ; but, 
he roared for Jonn Woop at Preston, 
and Joun Woop gave way to young 
Sraniey, and pleaded for PouLerr 
Tnomson at Mancnestenr ! 

However, the House of Commons, 
though far from having pleased the 
people in all respects, will have the 
power to regulate the supplying of the 
crib, and, of course, regulate how much 
roaring Rusuron shall eat out of that 
crib. ‘This is a main concern with roar- 
ing Ruswron, who, if he think that this 
commission is to last fur ever, most 
grossly deceives himself. Wewill have 
his name down, and the sum put against 
it. A correspondent asks me, “* Onght 
“not the Whigs to send out another 
“‘ hungry batch of commissioners to in- 
“quire whether the sun continued to 
“‘ rise in the morning, as he used to 
“do?” This game of commissions is up. 
Carrying on a government by commis 
sions is what we shallnotstand. Rusa 
Ton thinks that he will havea retired.al- 
lowance, at the least; and he deceives 
himself, The Ministers had not the 





‘courage to propose to give money to 
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the fellows that they call the poor-law 
commissioners, though they have piled 
together writings that would load a 
jack-ass. They made a charge for the 
charity commissioners ; but did not give 
the names, lest, I suppose, we should 
see that of the father of the member for 
Leeps; and they promised that that 
commission should speedily be brought 
to a close... Roaring Rusuron will 
hardly make a charge against us for 
‘loss of practice:” if he should, we 
will call upon him for a return of the 
number of briefs and the amount of the 
Sees, that he has held since he was called 
to the bar; this would put roaring 
Ruston to his trumps, I believe. As 
to Jonn Woop, he will plead loss of 
peers to acertainty; but, if we put 
im to the test of briefs and fees, we 
4 Shall pretty soon pull his head out ‘of 
gona the Crib. “Ii? Short, though this Parlia- 
ment has not rummaged up and lopped 
off, to any considerable extent, there is 
not a man belonging to the House, who 
is not convinced that such rummaging 
and lopping will take place during the 
next session; and, amongst all the ob- 
jects of rummaging and lopping, none 
are equal to these commissions, which 
are a mere pretence to give away the 
people’s money to hangers-on, who 
merit not a farthing; and for whom 
pensions, sinecures, grants, or other 
things, cannot be found. Only think of 
a royal commission to inquire into the 
state of the public charities of the king- 
dom, and the commissioners paid out of 
the taxes, the greater part of which are 
raised on the working people, for whom 
the charities were intended! The law- 
officers of the Crown, and the Court of 
King’s Bench and the Court of Chan- 
cery, are all nothing ; though, all taken 
to ether, they have full power, ex- 
officio, and it is part of their duty to 
inquire into these matters, to prevent 
all abuses, apd: to order and decree 
every thing right to be done, in. the 
King . ane mi here are all these 
ancient and excellent instituti 
all these settled laws, usages ads dems 
ers, set aside to make way for roarin 
Russrons and creepin 


Macav ays! 
have no reason, G 


knows, to be 
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particularly delighted with the proceed. 
ings of the reformed Parliament hither. 
to; but, bare justice to the House of 
Commons calls upon me to say, in this 
public manner, that I am firmly con 
vinced that it will put an end to this 
wasting of the people's money, and wil! 
tell the Ministers in plain terms that, if 
they be unable to carry ov the Gover. 
ment of the King ; if thev be unable to 
exercise the, powers intrusted to them 
by their Master,, without the aid of 
hatches of -commissiovers appointed by 
him, it will.be. but decent to tell their 
Royal Master so, and let him find out 
servants who can exercise his authority, 
without any such beggarly and de 
grading assistance. 

You will have time, my friends, so 
berly to reflect on whmt you ought todo, 
in consequence of what I have related 
with regardto Joun Woon ; and, inthe 
meanwhile, I beg you to believe that! 
always retain the deepest sense of 
gratitude for your kindness to me, and 
the greatest respect for you, on account 
of your public spirit, and your cevotio 
to the cause. of liberty and of justice 
With these sentiments I reanain, 

Your faithful friend and 


most obedient servant, — 
Wa. COBBETT. 


P.S. I find that I omitted a circum 
stance respecting. this corPoraTlo® 
comMISsION, Which ought by 00 mean 
to be omitted, ..My readers will reco! 
lect Mr. Jossrm Parwes, an attorney ° 
Binmincuam, and, a great doer, wed 
in his case, answers to what the rene 
call a pis-aller; that is to my 
meddler, a worker about, a poker back 
wards and forwards ; a busy devi 
something or other by which he aid 
get something; and it means ws 
that he is a tool in the hands of % 
other or others ;. and) that he ak 
will of his own, but thatbe is (0. 
shoved backwards and a 
the bolt of .a.door. »,dis-aller me” 
all this; ,andsome such word “25 
cessary to define the doings of Bite 
nd affair, the 
uixGuam Political Union, of which 
took care not to be a@ member ; a 
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a member of the Council; but 
ich he spurred on by speeches, 
itings, delegations, and in all sorts of 
sys, when it was thought necessary#o 
ash it on; when the Whig Ministry 
ought it necessary thus to push it, then 
nxes was at work at pushing. © When 
was necessary to make! it-slack in its 
ovements, or to pulbitvback a little, 

pen Parkes was at. that work.) It is 
ry probable, that a man of vastly su- 
rior talents to another man, may be- 
pie little better than an instrument in 
e hands of that other man. » Cunning 
more than a match for both talent and 
tegrity, when it sets itself to work, 
nd is well seconded by circumstances. 
n one of Mr. Tsomas Attwoop's 
amphlets, there is more talent dis- 
layed, more genius, 

fty thousand times 

ssessed by this Mr: 

ere smooth common-plite 

ntrived to make Mr. Arrwoop and 
| his Council instruments in his hands. 
My readers recollect the time when 
ic Whigs manifestly intended, at the 
iggestion of Brovenam, in the first 
lace, to make it a twenty-pound suf- 
age, instead of a ten-pound suffrage. 
Hy readers will remember, that I first 
unded the alarm upon this subject ; 
nd they will remember, that I was 
larmed by the gossippings of this. very 


Farkes. § heard, that he had said in a 


okseller’s shop, that we ought to take 
ve (wenty-pound suffrage, if we could 
efno more. 1 was sure that he had 
id this; I knew that he was a runner 
{ Brovenam, in Lonpon and Bre- 
inguaM; I drew my conclusion ac- 
rdingly; I roused the great towns, in. 


pite of the stillness’ of BIRMINGHAM ; 


| we got the tenspound suffrage: in- 
tead of the twenty nthe rooks' saw us 
© in the hedge with the gan ia our 
ands; they skimmed over the pea 
ld, they settled upon the trees in the 

nage, they east @villanous look at 
© pea-pods; but,-whenone of their 
‘outs, skim 
ally saw the 


This Parxes was a sort of scout upon 


this occasion; was a sort of drudge 


rook, a sort of mongrel bird, between a 
rook and a jackdaw, net so large, and 
with a beak not so big as a rook, but 
with a good deal more of chackle; not 
so solemn as'a rook; but rather more 
lively. Your rook is a bird of rather a 
formal character. In the first place he 
is gregarious ; lives in a community 
separated from birds in general; his 
dress is all black ; he will; on no ac- 
count, have his lodgment out of his 
community; he is bound to take his 
commons and hold his chambers; and 
not to separate himself from his com- 
munity, on any account whatever; the 
interest of one is the interest of the 
whole, and the community may be said 
to have formed a solemn league and 

e other birds of 


least it is well known amongst ast 
sticks, that every community of rooks 
has its attendant jackdaws, whom we 
should call attorneys. This is an irre- 
gular species ; that is to say, quite re- 
gular enough in their pursuit of food, 
but irregular as to their places of resi- 
dence, their times and manner of act- 
ing; sometimes having their nests in 
the rookery itself; at others, choosing 
a hollow tree in the vicinage; remark- 
ably fond of church steeples, of moul- 
dering mortgaged castles ; but always 
having the never-lacking propensity, 
to supply themselves amply with food. 
Of this latter amiable variety is this 
Mr. Joszra Parkes, who was one of 
the out-scouts of the Whig rooks, when 
their twenty-pound scheme wis in agi- 
tation in the spring of 1832. We know 
that the scheme failed, and I have the 
satisfaction to know, that I had a great 
hand in producing the failure. But the 
thing was well meant by Mr. Jossrm 
‘Panues: He did’ his best, and the 
Whigs took the will for the deed. Ata 


later period, when the Dake had hissed 


hands, something more desperate was 
wanted. It appears from the expe 
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for him to circulate papers to rouse the 
political unions in favour of Lord Grey 
and the Whigs. These facts are all 
notorious, and there is now only this 
fact to state; namely, that this Parkes 
is now secretary to the CORPORATION- 
commissioners, of whom roaring Rusu- 
TON is one ; anid that FIFTEEN SHOU- 
SAND POUNDS have been voted as a 
little beginning of supply of food for 
these Rusnrons and Parkeses. Whe- 
ther this sam was voted at midnight, or 
afterwards, or before, I will state ano- 
ther time, when I have had leisure suf- 
ficient to enable me to look at the pa- 
pers. There is some excuse for the 
members of the House of Commons in 
the last session. The thing was wholly 
new to the greater part of them: they 
were taken unawares: there was a dis- 
ciplined ministry and a set of old mem. 
bers to lead the House along from error 
to error: it will not be this next year, 
and we-shall see what money ought to 
be given to the Rusnrons and the 
Parkeses. 

But, there was another service of Mr. 
Parkes, that fitted him for the secre- 
taryship of the corporation-commission ; 
namely, his going over to Coventry 
at the last eleetion, when an alarm 
was given on the score of the 
election of Mr. Etrice. A mere 
accident ; an accident, too, which will 
not occur again, prevented Mr. Ex- 
Lice being ousted from his seat for that 
city. Upon this occasion the jackdaw 
went over to Coventry and worked 
like a true jackdaw; and got a pretty 
good hustling and driving about. This 
service is to be counted amongst his 
claims upon us for ‘a good parcel of 
money, under the name of secretary to 
the cornroraTion-comMission. 

Weil, the reader may say, but the 
Whigs were grateful, at any rate; it 
might be dirty work, to be sure; but, 
they wanted it done; and, having got 
it done, they paid the fellow for it iu the 
old Way. So that, at any rate, accord- 
ing to this party morality, they were just 
and grateful towards Parkes; and so 
far/you cannot find fault with their mo- 

You may say what you will 


tives, 
about: Panes, but the Whigs. stand 



































clear as. to their motives in this case. 
they had some jobs to perform, Panxes 
performed them, and they have reward, 
ede him for it, after the services Were 
performed, and when they might har 
cast him. offand given him no reward 
ail, 

Ah! Take.care how you rush to that 
conclusion ! Takecare how you conclude 
that they could .have cast him off, and 
given him. noreward at all. So, then, 
you think that.havimg performed these 
jobs ; having chackied and sent letters, 
under office-franks ;, that the jobs being 
done, Parkes would have lost the use of 
his tongue and his pen! Qh, no! and 
the Whigs knew well, that that tongue 
and that pen conld have told of many 
things, which it would have been very 
inconvenient for the Whigs to have 
told. In all these cases, the prospect of 
gain sets the tongue and pen in motion; 
andthe reward keeps them quiet! Ii, 
indeed, the Whigs. had given Parxesa 
sum down; then there. would have beea 
only so much money. taken from our 
labour to be given to this Panges for 
having endeavoured to make the voters 
at elections a. fifth .part of what they 
now are. But; here they have biin with 
a good thumping, salary, that they cas 
take from him at any. hour that they 
please! Is it necessary to say another 
word upon. this subject? Does not 
every man that reads this see, ia a Mo 
ment, to the very bottom of tis 
Parkes, and to the very bottom of le 
faction whose instrument he has ee) 

Thus have I strung. together, am 
hung up. for public view, these thre 
worthies, Jon Woop, Roarine Kes 
Ton, and Brirsineuam. Parkes ; these 
three patriots of the first water, who 
all now fed at the public charge; * 
who, though thus fed,. shall not ~ 
the pleasantest of lives, aves as (he 
continue to feed. the labour 

wp Wn. COBBE!T. it 

N.B. This. Panges, is One 
BrouGuam’s chief pis-adlersin the of 
ful Knowledge Soctety,” the objects 
which are, first, to | the Bog 
lish people, that England was 2 
garly and barren) country: weed 





























cathedrals and abbeys were built, 
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ven there were sixteen thousand 
‘sh churches in it, instead of the 
bt or nine thousand that are in it 
w; that the working people of the 
sent day, being well supplied with 
tatoes, makes them a great deal bet- 
off thau they were in former times, 
en the acts of Parliament inci- 


ntally declared, “* that beef, pork, 


mutton, and veal, were the food of 
he poorer surt of people ;” that 
pugh potatoes are the proper food for 
working people, the land cannot 
oluce enough, even of them, unless 
» women cease to breed so fast ; that, 
refore, they ought to listen to: Miss, 
s., or what the devil she is, Mar- 
‘kau, Who inculcates the * useful 
owledge” about oreeding upon a 
dderate scale, and about the proper 
for beginning to breed, and ‘all 
put the breeding, and which mother 
kringAU is said to receive great 
udits from the venerable father of 
society. Another object of this 
ety is, to persuade the people that 
rk, that it is good for them to have 
ir earnings taken away from them, 
given to pensioners, sinecure peo- 
» dead-weight people, and others, 
0 live in idleness, ‘in order that these 
ers may have the means of giving em-. 
ment to those who work. 
\ very fit “* honorary secretary” to n 
lety like this, is this jackdaw Parkes. 
kes, is not such a fool as not to 
gh at this. Parkes laughs heartily 
ugh at the Scotch feelosofer, and his 
latterer, Martineau. He laughs 
hese as heartily as the rest of us; he 
“s his sides many a time in talkiog 
us abominable stuff. Aye, and I have 
him shake his sides, too, while I 
“escribing this breeding doctrine 
luther Manriveav, ata farm-house 
¢ neighbourhood of BixminauaM,at 
“Were parties present, who ‘wi 
the thing to their recollection, ar 
have the. laugh over again sec 
I will not say Ww 


by Mr.’ Panxas, ‘aad “ay 
, what Daal want” 
say, that, which . - Sai iy 
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pinmav, and that Mr. Parkes Jaiddown 
his knife and fork,that he might do 
justice to the laugh. 

Now,Josern knows very well, or ra- 
ther, he knew very well, that this hono- 
rary secretaryship to the humbug society, 
was really a disgrace to a man of sense ; 
but Josepir is a sort of political drone ; 
Josern wanted io haye honey without 
work ; Joserpn knew that there was a 
large pot “‘ up at Lunnun,” into which 
a large part of the whole honey of the 
country was drawn; Josern knew, tha 
there were several openings into this 
pot, put under the guardianship of 
several hornets, some bigger and some 
less, each having a hole in proportion 
to its own size ; Josxrpa knew that one 
of these openings or holes was at the 
absolute command of the political hor- 
net (a large one!), who was the patron 
of “ useful knowledge,” and of Mo- 
ther Martineau, and, therefore, Josspa 
took care how he Jaughed when he 
was within a suitable distance of 
“* Lunnun.” 

There Joserpn, now go and swagger 
about Biramincuam, and talk about 
“ Brougham,” and “ Grey,” and “ Al- 
thorp,” end brag about your breakfast- 
ing with them; and, ** Holland:”’ don't 
forget “ Holiand ;” .and 1. could have 
knocked you down with all my heart, 
when I heard the brag; or, rather, I 
could have knocked ‘‘ Holland” down 
for having exposed himself to that 
brag: he, who is really a good and 
sincere man, and never did.a cruel or 
unjust thing in his life, if he knew it. 
True, indeed, it is that misery brings 
us acquainted with strange bed-fellows, 
and political misery brought my Lord 
Houvanp acquainted with you, 

I cannot dismiss this article now, 
without observing on the foolery of this 
“ Useful Knowledge Society ” and its 
works, and of the schemes of this Scotch 


fellow and Mother Maariveau,. They 


satay? the unnatural at their.ab- 
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are spread over the country as the lo- 
custs were in Eaypr ; they have every 
thing that craft, extreme cunning, in- 
defatigable malignity, joined with a 
sort of political frenzy; they have 
every thing that) all’ these can give 
them: but, they have comMMON SENSE 
and NATURE against them; and they 
get not on one single inch! All the 
tribes of tax-eaters read their devilish 
stuff. Half-pay officers’ wives carry 
them about in their pockets and distri- 
bute them amongst the ‘ peasantry,” 
and the “ peasantry" light their pipes 
with them, and so forth. Mother Mar- 
TINEAU, in the shape of a pretty little 
book, approaches the country girls with 
lessons of ‘‘ restrain/,” and the country 
girls put the books under the pot to 
hasten the boiliog-up, that they may 
get the platters and trenchers washed 
away to be ready for their sweetheart 
when he comes. In short, in no one 
single instance, have these rubbishy 
ridiculous tracts produced the smallest 
describable effect upon any of the par- 
ties to whom they were addressed, 
Amongst the working men in towns; 
that is to say, in the Mechanics’ Insti- 
tutes, and other assemblages of young 
men who read, Mother Manringavu and 
her Scotch colleague area standing jest; 
and, as to the country, they never have 
been, and never will be, even heard of, 
amongst those who labour, and itis 
they, observe, who.are the breeders ; it 
is they that must. impose ‘‘ restraint” 
upon themselves before these anti-popu- 
lation-mongers .ean .have a chance of 
succeeding in, their schemes, in the 
smallest e, 

The covutry people are better off than 
they were: in proportion as they are 
better off, in that. same proportion they 
‘@re contented; and in proportion as 
they are contented, people of property 
are secures But, the doctrine of those 
perverse and,.miserable devils, who 
preach up.surplus-population and moral 
restraint, would, if it had any effect, de- 
stroy the strength of the country ;; and 
effectually setbaaie every really. good 
and moral sentiment from the heart. 
There never was a doctrine so mischiev- 
ous as theirs, the tendency of which is to | 


To tae Bisnor or Exerer. 


brutalize, under pretence of refining, 
and, at the same time, to do politi 
mischief, great beyond all description, 
The maxim of these wretches seems y 
be, that;'God committed a mistake whey 
be. made mankindand made the world: 
that he gave.us propensities which we 
ought not;.to have; and that, » 
Brovemam and Mother Manrivuy 
were not at hand to be the creators ¢ 
us, they pught to.lose no time in making 
us afresh!» Conceive yourself, reader 
to;come out spick and span new, from 
under the hands of Mother Marriveat! 
Iam almost disposed to beg pardon 
for, having suffered Josera Parkes & 
tempt me,along into this piece of rig 
marole, especially as it has kept m 
from.a subject, which is of the greates 
importance at this time, and which! 
muet now go. at without further delay. 
And thus IL bid adieu, for the preseal, 
to Joun..Woopn, Roaagine Kvsetos, 
Jacxpaw Parxes,. Baovcaas, a 
Mother.Martinaav, 
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BISHOP OF. EXETER 


Nermandy, Farm, 12, Sep!. 18 


My Lorp, a 
( heard your speech on. the Irish 
Church Temporalities Bill,” which bal 
two qualities very much esteemed 
me, boldness and frankness ; and, ' a 
was longer than, most people tho 
it ought to, have been, it was — 
long. to contajn, all the matter 
it. was necessary for you to state 
argue upon. That, speech conv! , 
me, that. you are. destined to b 
corded as the last defender of ? 
church, as that church, now one 
while the very great, ability and - 
of, knowledge , which. you disp 4 
gave you a title to, that deg a 
respect with which J, shall now © 
you, in some: short observations y . 
I have to »make upon the “r- 
cently delivered, by you to the clergy 
the diocese of Exeter. + dl 
I have not this charge at < ‘ 
but a mere outline, which I f | 





lished in a Devonshire newsp2/*" 
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‘« Western Luminary,” and which 
ine I, in order to treat your Lord- 
fairly, published in my Register of 
week, at page 621; it being my 
sion then, as well as now, that that 
ine came from your Lordship’s own 
. The topics of the charge ‘are 
ous; but I shall dwell ‘tipon the 
cipal one only, at this time; name- 
hat of TITHES; for, off this point 
the other topics turn. ~ You ‘say, 
at it was never the law of England, 
hat any portion of the tithes was ap- 
icable to the repairs of the church ; 
nd that, as to the poor, nothing 
rther was ever enjoined, than that 
hich was the duty of the clergy at 
| times, namely, the duties of hos- 
tality and charity.” This is what 
say; and this is what I am about 
prove to be untrue: Iam about to 
ye that, from the establishment of 
istianity in England, or, at least, 
m the establishment of parishes, the 
required that the charches should 
epaired, and the poor relieved, out 

he produce-of the tithes. 
but, before I enter into this matter ; 
bre I prove again, that which I have 
pften provéd, and (in $6 thany differ- 
works, let me observe a little upon 
r acknowledgment, ** tha€ the ques- 
n of change, or no change, with 
gard to the church, was decided ;” 
it was decided that there must be a 
ge! This is a good deal for the 
mpion-bishop to say. What’! ac- 
me, an¢ meu like me, with a wish 
Yerturn the institutions of the coun- 
and that, too, atatime when a bishop 
ially declaresto his assembled clergy, 
there must be such a’ change! 
at: reprobate my Mancaesrer lec- 
$j reprobate my proposition for 
“modelling the church; and de- 
» at the same time, that there must 
Uchachange! A change, in wuaT? 
y) in that which is second only to 
whole body of the we, if it be 
» even to that. What! is there 


ich of land in the pic rien 3 Or, at 


» in England and Wales, which 
S SIX: Sevenths of the whole, as far 
a and power goes; is there an 
of land, is there a house, or a mill, 
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or a barn, is there a stream of water, or 
a mine, or a tree, the proprietorship of 
which will remain wholly unaffected by 
this change? and yet you tell us, that 
there must be this change! 

What, then, is it, that has produced 
this “‘ must?” What is it that has oc- 
casioned the irresistible necessity? The 
establishment stood in tranquillity, and 
was venerated by the people in general, . 
for nearly 200 years. There were dis~ 
senters; but they were few in number, 
and very little in point of importance. 
It is not above fiftv years ago, that the 
boys and the addled eggs kept the pa- 
rishes from being infested by ranters. 
How has it happened, then, that this 
“must” has arrived all at once, this 
dreadful ** must,” which, you will please 
to observe, is the “ must” of areal re- 
volution, greater than ever was contem- 
plated, either by me, or by any other 
Englishman that | have ever known? 
Why, my Lord, we had a twenty-two 
years’ war, and added about six hundred 
millions to the debt, ia order to prevent 
this very kind of revolution ! Oh, God! 
How often did I put into print, during 
that same war, that “ that wur had pre- 
“ vented parliamentary reform for the 
“time; but that it would leave behind 
it consequences, which would lead to@ 
“ revolution, which even parliamentary 
“veform itself would not prevent!” 
How often did I put this into print, even. 
during the continuance of the war! 
Here is the revolation come, then, or 
just coming, and your Lordship an- 
nownces its certain approach. 

Let us now, then, take a look at the 
real causes of this approaching change 
or revolution, a prodigiously greater re- 
volution than that of 1668: let us take 
a look at the real causes of this revolu- 
tion. An established church being what 
it ought to be, is this: God has said, 
for such is the order of the world, that 
the far greater part of mankind shall 
live by labour 
‘and that the far. 
subject to what may be called toil, or 
hard work. Hard work is so far from 
being a pleasure, that men in 
never will perform it, unless the 





formance be necessary to their 
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ence. The far greater part would not 
perform it at ull, if they possessed pro- 
perty in house and land. Therefore, the 
order of the world; and, indeed, the 
happiness and harmony of mankind, ren- 
der it necessary that the great body of 
the working people should not be own- 
ers of house or land; and thus it has 
been from the days of Moses to the 
present hour, in. all nations of the 
world. 

But then come the just and amia- 
ble principles of the Christian religion ; 
and they say this, to the owners of the 
land and the houses. ‘The land and 
* the houses are yours, but not in such 
“absolute right, us to exclude your 
* working and poorer brethren from all 
‘share. There shall be a church in 
* each parish, and a priest for the teach- 
* ing of religion ; there shall be achurch- 
* yard for the burial of the dead ; there 
* shall be sermon and prayers, and mar- 
,riages and baptisms; there shall be 
* provision for the destitute, and hospi- 
* tality for the poor stranger ; and these 
* shall form. the possessions, the inha- 

bitants, the patrimony, of those who 
* labour.” 

This was the establishment which 
existed before what is called the Re- 
formation. The establishment has been 
changed in this; the churches are now 
repaired and the poor are now relieved 
by the means of a tax, instead of out 
of the tithes, and the aristocracy and 
the parsons have taken the tithes all to 
themselves. his is the difference ; but 
still the church, the church-yard, Chris- 
tian teaching, are furnished by those 
who possess the houses and land, and 
are shared by those who possess no 
house nor land. The church, the church- 
yard, and the Christian teaching and 
services are still the poor mau’s_pro- 
perty, in common with the rest of his 
neighbours ; and, though he does not 
understand” that now, he will. pretty 
clearly understand it before this revolu- 
on over. . I 
re every one. his. own parson, 
and find his own church.” Very easy to. 
say this: like many other things, much 
sooner saidthan done: Gd shut up" 


® country parish church; let nobody in 
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on the Sunday, but the land and houg 
owners who pay the tithes and church 
rates, shut the door against the chop. 
sticks ; and then hear what they wil 
say, Tell them, that as they pay neither 
tithe nor church-rates, they have n9 
right to the use of either church, church. 
vard, or parson. Do that ; and theo,y 
far as that parish goes, the matter will 
be understood ina minute. Yes, jt js 
pretty enough, and just enough, to talk 
about every man’s paying his own px. 
son, and finding his own church, ina 
country where there is no law but th 
law of nature in farce ; but where there 
is private property in house and land, 
the absurdity of such talk instantly be. 
comes visible to every man who reflects 
upon the subject. 

Well, then, my Lord Bishop, such 
being the nature of a Christian chureh 
establishment, and the church, and al 
belonging to it being so evidently the 
common property of the poor as wellas 
of the rich, let us now ask, how it has 
happened, that scarcely any body, but 
the rich, remain to adhere to th 
church; and they only in part, and that 
part generally very lukewarm ! How 
it has happened that the millions who 
inherit this church from their forel 
thers, and who must feel, in some sot 
instinctively, that it is their patrimony; 
how. it has happened that they bar 
become eager to cast it from them ; ™ 
only to. care nothing about it; but ° 
think that it would be a goo thing for 
it to be put. an ‘end to ; and are becom 
quite eager to hire their own a 
and pay for their own place of wors™® 
giving up their patrimony, and pet 
nothing in return! To pours 
effect like sis, there mast have 
some powerful cause.,\| 100 
have va several causes, which wn 
I will now state. . apnv Rie ; 

First, POORRATES) 
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istocracy, could not be expected to 
the fathers of the poor and the 
anger. It was tried; but it would 


ot do, and then came the poor-rates 
nd the church-rates. 


So that this es- 
lishment never was so’ firmly rooted 
the hearts of the people as was the 
ablishment of their fathers. . Still, for 
hundred and tifty years, so 'sniall- was 
e amount of the parochial relief that 

as wanted, that the people hardly per- 
ived whence it came; and the use- 


ssness of the church towards providing 


lief was notso visible; but, the -Ame- 
an war, and tenfold more, the French 
ar, have caused the relief to be so 
eat in amount, and made ‘the poor- 
tes an affuir so entirely distinct from 
e church, that all idea of the con- 
xion ever having ‘existed, is tutally 
st; the parson -has been supplanted 
point of importanee’ by the overseer 
his parish, Instead ot a distributor 
relief, the parson is new looked upon 
lely as the devourer of the produce of 
e soil; and it is well worthy the ob- 
rvation of a bishop of the church of 
igland, that precisely in proportion as 
€¢ poor-rates linve increased imamount, 
¢ dissenters from the church -have in- 
cased in number. “Phis is well worthy 
the attention ofa bishop. 
Second, DHE PLURALITIES AND 
N-RESIDENCE.  ‘Vhese generally 
together. Where there isa plurality 
re must be non-residence;, but 
ere may be non-residence where there. 
not plurality. Lord Guinprorp has 
teat living of Sr. Mary, ‘Sours- 
PToN, with the ‘coanty -parish of 
Cra Srongam, adjoined; he has the 
0 livings ofOLp ALaesrorp ahd New 





*EsroxD; and he has the?living” of 
EDSTEAD, He had all ‘these; and. 
prebendary -of OWarcttne rst, was 


ter of Sr C ; ta 4 F 
ne time, ‘Whethes eT 1 
ae, 


tT benefiees:inow ’ 


of Wincuestex, anil the second ‘a son- 
in-law. There is a Dr. Knorr, who 
was at Rome a year or two ago, who 
had been there ten years, or thereabout, 
and who had two or three parish livings 
and a prebend in England all the while. 
Now, to say that instances like these are 
very common, in England, would not be 
true; but, we lately had proof of one 
single clergyman having ten places of | 
prefermeut in Wales. 

However, with regard to the plura- 
lities, itis notorious, that the livings are 
heaped upon those who are connected 
by family with powerful men; that 
they swallow up the immense revenues 
ofthe church, and that the work of the 
church is generally performed by men, 
whose yearly stipends do not amount 
to the yearly earnings of a journeyman 
carpenter in London, or those of an 
able cotton-spinner in Lancashire. Why, 
my Lord, do you think that the people 
do not know this? Their’ forefathers, 
at a very distant period, knew the 
effects of pluraiities and non-residence. 
It was the people of England, and not 
the King nor nobles, that put down 
alien-priories. ‘lhe Peter-pence that 
they paid to the Pope, they yielded un- 
gradgingly, and for a very wise,pur- 
pose; but they would not suffer bishops, 
nor priests, nor monks, to carry the 
wealth out of England. Indeed, the 
people clearly understand all the atroci- 
ousness of these pluralities and non-re- 
sidence.. They kuow the solemn vows, 
which every parson makes at his ordi- 
nation ; they Know what an abandon- 
ment of duty this is} they cannot be- 
dieve in the sincerity of the individuals ; 
and their persofial dislike of the indivi- 


duals has extended itself to the whole 


body and has finally reached the esta- 
blishment itself. | 
- On this subject of non-residence we 
must not o er 








against them in the Court of King’s 
Bench for disobedience of these acts. 
In 1799, an informer brought actions 

inst about a thousand of them in the 
Court of King’s Bench. Did they pay 
the penalties, and. did they repent, and 
did they amend their ways? Oh no! 
They petitioned ‘the Parliament to stay 
the legal proceedings against them! 
That boroughmonger-Parliament stayed 
the actions two years, une after another, 
and the third year it quashed them alto- 
gether ; and abolished the law which 
compelled them to reside and forbade 
them to traffic! From that moment, 
1, and in print, predicted the fall of 
this church! So audacious a thing 
never was before heard of in the world. 
After this, my Lord, it is profligate, it 
is insolent, it is impudence calling for 
blows, for any parson to plead é/aw or 
constitution. 

Third, The PROFLIGATE GRANTS 
OF MONEY. : As if for the purpose of 
rewarding: the parsons, for their shame- 
ful and detested neglect of their pa- 
rishes ; and for the purpose of insulting 
this oppressed nation at the same time, 
soon after the passing of the above’ act, 
the boroughmonger-Parliament began 
to vote them a hundred thousand 
pounds a-year, as a present, out of: the 
am taxes, raised upon Catholics, 

sbyterians, and all other dissenters, 
as well as upon church-people; and 
this the boroughmonger-Parliament 
continued to do anoually, until it had 
voted them 1,600,000/;;  « there 
were Bishops amongst them who had 
from twenty to forty thousand a~year/and 
rectors and vicars who had from five to 
ten thousand a-year each: ‘Phe scheme 
was, by these means, to make the church 
Tieh, and thereby make it strong; the 
greedy fools not recollecting that rich 
chure 


poor churches always strong. 
Fourth, THE sNEW URCHES. 
en an establishment of any sort is 
falling, it generally begins to lose. its 
' but this” est ‘toe 
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es have always been weak, and|- 
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out of the general taxes for this pure 
pose, and paid by dissenters as well 4s 
church-people, was bad enough ; but 
people did not see it so plainly ; their 
goods were not sold, they knowing that 
they weré sold for the purpose of pay. 
ing the expenseiof these churches ; but 
the part of theietpense raised by rates, 
levied forithe: putposeion the spot, was 
sure ‘to produce that. which we now 
behald +a: resistance-to ithe payment of 
those rates in the towns where thes 
churchés! have ‘been erected! The law, 
however, eaferces the collection; the 
only remedy that: the: people can see, is 
to put-dowa the/ establishment altoge 
ther $.oThere,was not a new church 
wanted ‘ion’! any spot inthe kingdom. 
The bright) idea » was, to convert the 
people tothe charch, and draw them 
away from. the meeting-houses. If the 
parsons hail taken the amount of the 
tithes’ of:othe three or four hundred 
parishes in. England alone, where they 
have suffered the churches to fall dows, 
and where. there is no service at all ; if 
they had:appropriated the amouat of 
these tithes. »toothe building of ne# 
churches \im:populeits piaces, and had 
goue «there: and \preached \and prayed 
without Salaries) they would have emp 
tied the meetisg-houses im a short spac 
of -tinte. = But, as: ave are told that y% 
are inot-to:give/a stone 40 those . 
ask, for bread, 'se,/avhen men ask 
preaching «and praying} they do ™ 
expéoct! ‘you today, on! them « 
The’ thing { has: turned out 2s — 
rational man e Instead of 
ing the new charthes from the meet" 
houses, .it -has required new — 
houses to! receive the flocks from 
old churches; and the people: are evel] 
where united for the purpose of gettitf 
rid of the burden ° Macis 
Fifth THE! 7 d 
TRATES.) »St.(Pegeeywas wor 
! ling’ to 
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I hope they are numerous ; but, 
nether 1 look at the proceedings at 
tty sessions, quarter sessions, or at 
idence given before committees of 

House of Commons, . whem parsons 
witnesses; at whichever of ‘these I 
k, I instantly ceasé to feebany sur 
ise at the universal: feeling ' which 
w prevails in hostility; to: that esta- 
shment, the putting down of which, 
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behold him shot through the body: we 
see the shot; and we see the body fall. 
We have beheld the causes which I have 
above stated to your Lordship, and all 
that we are.in doubt about is, whick 
way this ancient edifice will come down. 

This’) bringsme'to!the topic of 
TITHES, which; as it ‘happens, I have 
not te discuss anew, having discussed it 
before most fully, and whieh discussion, 


a revolution, l again say, greater than] or treatise, or call it what) you will, [ 


at of 1668. . 


Sixth, and lust, THESHALF-PAY 
RSONS. Long is the list and dis- 
| the items, that form the catalogue 


those acts, for which this» church 


s toanswer; but, dfvweexcept the 
ying and quaskingacts of Parliament, 
ne seem to surpass ‘the one coming 
der this head. .Av'the close’ of uthe 
e war, whole shoals of officers, the 
ations of the: nobility, the gentry, 
the parsons, rushed into “holy 
ders,” as herrings rush through:a hole 
anet at the going out of the tide 
ers," every one of 
m must have declared at: the altar in 
most solemn mannér,:** that *he 
erily believed Aimselfto have been 
alled by the Hoty Ghost to tahe upon 
im the eure of souls!’ — Well 
y shudder, my Lord:!--Butif youshud- 
, do you think thatewe' have all beén 
d; and do you feel surprised, then; 
What you now. behold with regard! to 
feelings of the people towards this 
rch? Well, but they might believe 
selves called by the’ Holy ‘Ghost. 
is But they continued to receive their 
“pay as naval and military ers, 
er they had received this ‘calls: this 
dened, bent-down people had ‘to 


°s into one of their handsydnd al: 
for future military services\into>the |»: 


‘their 


t; and whemthis ceased, 
wed to Sell théir half pay 
Ber have torpubititi 


' gailssqqes tom2nph sil! 


Stifle my upon this subject, ‘ 


| , 


These cannes are 


the peste eee silts 





jam now about respectfully to submit to 


your Lordship, L having written it four or 
five years ago ; always having been about 
four or five years in advance of other‘ 
people. I beg your Lordship. to believe, 
that becalling me will not answer the 
purpose here; I beg you to believe, 
that. 1 must be answered, or. that my 
opponents would do better to hold their 
tongues. I havé. been preparing for 
these events de /ongue main, as the 
French ¢ali it ; I foresaw that they must 
come; I foresaw that the church must 
give way, if the debt did not ; and as it 
was the church, that, in fact, made the 
debt; so it is right and suitable that the 
church should go first. Now then, my 
Lord, pray read what I now submit to 
you, as an argament in support of the 
proposition for the abolition of tithes. 
Answer it, if you.can; but, if you can- 
not, Ladvise you to say not aword about 
the matter; and, particularly, not to ° 
imitate those who deal in calumny for 
lack of fact and argument ; for, it so 
happens,, that, just.at thie time, I am 
not in 4 humour to:petup with rough- 
handling of any sort. 

With grent respect for your Lordship’s 
station and talents,|., J am, 

‘ooe o Mour most humble, 
and most obedient servant, 
ss Wa. COBBETT. 


bisa sleow sed SRW ‘vit 
LABOURERS. OF ENGLAND ; 
On the measures whith ought to be 
tth regard tothe Tithes, 
with regard to the other property 





_ I perceive that there is a Pansox 
¢ a parish in Norfolk, who has been 
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endeavouring to persuade the labourers 
that he is their friend, and that the 
farmers are their enemies. He has cir- 
culated, in a hand-bill, the following 
statement. Others of the parsons have 
published hand-bills, calling upon you 
to believe, that the tithes are good 
things for you. “But let me desire you 
to read the hand-bill of the Norfolk- 
parson. [t is in the following words :— 

“To the Poor Inhabitants of Surling- 
**ham.—I have received from some of 
“the farmers in Surlingham, a notice 
“to gather my tithes in kind, or else to 


«6 agree to take in future just what they 


** should please to offer. 1 cannot sub- 
“mit to such an unjust demand, and 
“therefore | am compelled, in self- 
“‘ defence, to gather my tithes from this 
“time; and Phereby make it known to 
“‘ you, that on and after Monday, the 
“20th of December, it is my intention 
“to distribute as a gift amongst the 
** poor aml deserving families, a!l the 
“eggs, milk, pigs, poultry, and fruit, 
“« which shall in future belong to me as 
“small tithes arising upon the several 
“ occupations of Messrs. Samuel Barnes, 
“Gibbs “Murrell, R. G. Radd, John 
“Gent, Robert High, John Newman, 
“sen., John Newman, jun., James 
**Smith, and Thomas ‘Middleton. “1 
“was sorry, for the sake of the poor, 
“that some of you met at the Ferry- 
“house in an unlawful manner, 
“and there did hinder the payment of 
“my tithes; but'l have no doubt that 
“you were misled into that danger- 


- “ous conduct, and ‘made tools ‘o by 


“ethers to serve their own selfish pur- 
“" poses; for } cannot’ believe any'of the 
“* poor in Sutlinghnm are’ my enemies, 
“to whom, whether jin ‘sickness or 
“ health, I have always tried to be a 


“* friend. 
“W. COLLETT, 
“ Rector and Vicar of Surling ham. 
** Dec. 11, 1830.” : 


Tdare say, that the “ poor inhabitants 
of Surlingham” understood all this very 
well! I dare say, that they saw, that 
such a trick was to be despised; that 

asked how the parson never came 
fo make such an offer before ; but would 





they not ask also, why he did not give 
them some of the calves, lambs, wool, 
potatoes, turnips, and corn, as well 
the milk, eggs, pigs, and fiuit? |y 
short, they would see, because they 
must see, that this was a work of spite 
and not of charity. 

But itis not this pitiful part of the 
tithes that T want to see taken away 
from the parsons and bishops : | want 
to see the whole ‘taken away; tie 
tithes, the church lands, and all other 
property held by the clergy in virtue of 
their clerical ‘functions and offices. | 
want to'see it all taken away by LAW. 
It wits given to'them by /aw ; itis held 
by ‘aw; and it may be taken away by 
law: that which the law has given, the 
law may take away; otherwise we 
should be living in''a strange state of 
things. Such an important measare 
is, however, not tobe adopted withort 
regard to the justice and necessity of it 
Such a méasuré’ would take property 
from a great fumber of persons; % 
would mike many low who are now 
high’; it would” compel to labour for 
their bread many Who now do nothing 
and yet live’ in Huixury jit would com 
pel many ‘who now ride in coaches, m 
only to Wwilk’on f¥ot; bat to werk a 
company With” those whom they see 
to look upén' as made’ for their pleasure 
and sport. Yet, such a measure ous 
not tobé adopted in a hasty mancety 
due consideration Gught to be ab 
thie Case’; ‘it ought, before adopter’, ® 
be proved ta” be Gust and necessary 
and, a8 Fam Getidedly for the measure 
and would cause it to be adopted, 4 
had the power, T'look upon mys 
bound to show that it is jest and ™* 
sary. Legal [Know it must be ~ 
to be: “but tha€ which istegal my 
always'be just. ” Soitie have denie’ 
it Wodld “de legal ; ‘andl, therefore, 
legility shall be ‘provéd first. 

Now, my friends, [ have to 
first, that it is Legal,” that it is tal? 
with the ‘Jaws" OF out country, © 
this property froth the parsons »Y * 


Parliament, "2."I have to Tre 


show y 


that it is just to doit. 3. 
show you, that the measure 's saftt? 
to the prosperity, peace, and 





ve 
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nation, And, my friends, if I prove 
these to you, it will be your bounden 
yto lend your aid: in causing this 
asure to be adopted; and to be 
ive and zealous, too, .im, lending that 
. for, as you will by-and-by see, it 
after all, the labouring people. who 
er most from the tithes, and who, 
fact, pay the whole of them. in. the 


IRST, then, to show you. that. it is 
eeable to the laws of the country. to 
e away the tithes and other property, 
monly called church-property, | 
e only to state ta you what. has. been 
ne, in this respect, in, former times. 


hall have, further on, to speak on the 


gin and the intention and the former 
plication of tithes,.when I come to 
Justice of my proposition ; at present 
hall speak merely of the legality of 
thing. We know that when a daw 
been passed by King and Parliar 
nt, that which is ordered, or allowed, 
such law, is. leyal in the. technical 
seof the word. Ifanest of villains 
¢ bloody enough to pass a law to 
men to death for refusing to live 
bn potatoes; or to cause the breasts) 
he young women to. be cut off; or 
cause them to be disqualified for 
eding; or to have their bodies,.ex- 
'd to public view, to be. poked and. 
ped about and chopped to. pieces, 
then to be dung to;the dogs, as. the 
ass of Jezubel. was;. if. laws. like 
se were to. be passed, all the world 
id say, that.they:-were no /aws at all, 
Hof course, that) they ought not to 
regarded as. precedents. But very 
‘rent is: the case here, as | am.now 
ut to prove, 
he whole of this property, parsons’ 
res, lay-tithes, college:.and. bishops’, 
‘es, originally were held: im.trust. by, 
Catnouic, CLeney, for certain pub- 
purposes,..of which IL. shall speak: 
— mi _r But, ia the reigns 
y VIU., Edward Vi, Elizabet 
i James 1., all these: tithes . 
perty, both j 





aristocracy, who hold all this property 
to this day. If, then, this could bele- 
gally and constitutionally done, why 
cannot the property be taken away from 
the present possessors by act of Parliax 
ment? The holders contend, however, 
that all this property, even the. /éthes,. 
belong to the holders, as completely: as 
any man’s estate or goods belong to him, 
If this be the, case; the tithes (to con- 
fine. ourselves to them for the present) 
were unlawfully taken from the Catho- 
lic clergy ; it was an act of rapine to 
take them from that clergy; and will 
our parsons allow that their possessions 
are the fruits of rapine? 

But let us look at the part of the Ca- 
tholic church-property that was taken 
away and given to the aristocracy; I 
mean, the great tithes of many parts of 
the kingdom, and the abbey-lands; let 
us take, as specimens, the Duke of De- 
vonshire's great tithes of twenty partshes 
in Ireland; andthe Duke of Bedford's 
ownership of Covent Garden, whicle 
latter spot belonged to the Abbey of 
Westminster. If cither of these were 
called upon to prove his title to these 
things (and he may be so cailed on by 
any man of whom ¢tithe is demanded 
for the one or toll for the other), he 
must go back to the acts of Parliament 
(and not very far back), in virtue of 
whichhe holds his estate. And wilb 
either of these dukes deny, then, that 
these acts of Parliament. were lawful; 
will they, deny, that they were agree 
ably to the laws ans! constitution of the 
country ; will, they acknowledge that 
they hold these estates from the effects 
of.an.act of repine? Oh, no! They 
must plead the acts as good, as agree~ 
‘able to the law of the land ; and, if they 
do this, they declare, that to take away, 
any part of the property of the churely 
is a thing that may bedone without any 


j violation of the law of the land. 


There is a distinction to be made be- 
ween the property which was given te 
aristocracy, and, that which was 
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and Bedford have, to the above-men- 
tioned tithes and tolls, as perfect a right 
as any man has to an estate that never 
belonged to the public, in the name of 
church-property.. Burke (the great 
apostle of the aristocracy!) says very 
much the contraty ; for he says, that 
the Duke of Bedford had no better claim 
to Woburn than he (Burke) had to Ais 
pension! However, thisis a point that 
I leave without discussion at present ; 
and I sincerely hope that the conduct of 
the aristocracy towards the people may 
now be such as to let this matter re 

main undiscussed for ever. 

But as to the tithes and other pro- 
perty which was handed over from the 
Catholie clergy to the Protestant clergy, 
that is held by the latter as it was held 
by the former; namely, in trust, by the 
clergy for publie purposes; and, of 
course, as it was before taken by act of 
Parliament from one set of men, and 
given in trust to another set of men, it 
may now be taken and disposed of by 
act of Parliament, for whatever pur- 
~~ may appear to the Parliament to 

best. To deny this is really to be 
impudent ; the thing is as plain as the 
fact of light or of dark. 

Lest, however, an objection should 
be made to the antiquity of these acts 
of Parliament, and lest it should be said, 
that when the church became Profes- 
tant the tenure of the clergy becaine 
absolute, and untouchable even by the 
Parliament; let us see what the Purlia- 
ment has done, in this way, in’ modern 
times, and even very recently. In 1713; 
and again in’ 1813, an act was passed to 
fix the sums that the holders of livings 
should give to theit curutes’; that is’ to 
say, to compel them to give the curates 
certain salaries, or portions out of the 
produce of the livingr. This clearly 
shows that the ‘li were deemed 
public property, ‘and merely held in 
trust by “ parsons and bishops; for, 
what would have been said, if the Par- 
liament had ‘pissed ‘a taw to compel 
gentlemen, farniers, ‘tradesmen, “anit 
manufacturers, to pay their servatits, 

,» and labourers, at a certain 
rate? This would have been to inter- 
fere with the distribution of private; 
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property, and would have been an ag 
of tyranny; but, in the other case, jt 
was an act of duty, because the parsons 
and bishops hold the property in trug 
for public uses, and because it was for 
the benefit of the public that those who 
did the work’of the church should be 
suitably paid for their work. 

Thus, then, the Parliament took away, 
without any consent of the parties, par 
of the revenues of the incumbents, and, 
of course, part of what the patron, o 
owner, of the advowson, called his pri- 
vate property. “But the Act of 1798, 
only thirty-two years ago, was sill 
more complete, if possible ; for, by that 
Act, a patt of the houses and lands be 
longing to the ehureh was taken away 
for ever; was sold to private perso, 
and the’ procéeds paid into the Ex 
chequer amongst the tax-money. This 
was called an * Act for the Redemptio 
of the Land-Taz.” It first laid a po 
petual taxon alt houses and land; it 
then enabled them to redeem their lant 
tax; that ig to ‘say, to purchase back 
part of their estates from the Govert 
ment!» Some did it, and some did not; 
but the parsons and bishops and college 
people were compelled to sell ; and they 
did do it; and the money went into the 
Treasury, ant’ was spent by Pitt, 
places; pensions, ‘vrants, sinecures, sub- 
sidies, seeret-service money, and otter 
purposes) to carry on the war agains 
Jacobins, levelters; and reformers. 

Su ‘that here ‘was, only thirty-¥ 
years ago, a part of the eliurch-propery 
actually taken away for ever, = 
Net te pérsohs; and the money . 

y the ‘Government, and appli ibe 
public purposes.’ If a part coule © 
taken without’ any° violation of 
settled laws of the ‘country, the W" re 
thay be takew for public purposes 
out any such’ violation, * For, sure’, 
would not be more unlawful to “a 
to’ pay off the Debt, for esan® 
it was to take i¢tol help’ to carry d 
war, forthe “support and succes’ 
too, in 'thetinging on of Wh’ 

were more forward ~ be 
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Thus, then, it is agreeable to the] 
ws and usages of the country to take 
his property away, and apply it to pub- 
Jic purposes; it is so much property 
belonging to the nation, and the. nation 
an take it, and can do what..it likes 
‘ith it, proeeeding}.a8:it dopbtless 
vould, by due, course of law.» If there 
be any one in, theiworld,and creature 


vat the tithes and).other .churchrpro- 
perty have any foundation in. the /aws 
of God, and that,our, parsons are,,the 
uccessors of the, Levies, the stapitl 
beast will keep. tbe Sabbath, 1 hope, 
nd not Sunday, »d ;hope he,.will, kill 
he paschal lamb, and offer. up burnt 
pferings ; that he, will. eat,.no. bload, 
bacon, or hares or rabbits... The Levites 
ad only the tenth of the increase, anil 


pot a tenth of the erep ;..next, they-| judge for ourselves ! 


livided the inerease with |the ‘ poor, 
he widow, and the. stranger: ” and, 
astly, they had ao warldly inheritance, 
ould own weither house, nor land, and, 
pied, could have no property to them- 
ves. 
No foundation have tithesyor chureh- 
property, on the Mosaic Jaw. . And as 
Christ and his apostles, not one, word 
0 they say, to.give eountepance to such, 
claim ; while, onthe other band,.they | 
ay quite enough,.to satisfy..apy man 


at they .neyer.,.intended, » never, |.60 | 


auch as thoug bt, of,, such a mode. of 
balntaining a Christian, teacher, In the | 
st place our Lord declares; the, law 
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laying down the new law, have never 
said a single word on so important a 
matter? Nay, when he was taking leave 
of his apostles and sending them forth 
to.preach his. word, so far is he from 
talking about. (ithes, that he bids them 
take neither purse nor scrip, but to sit 
dowa .with, those who were..willing to 
receive them, and to eatwhet people had 
a mind Jo give them, adding, that ‘ the 
labourer was worthy of his hire.” That 
ig to say, of food, drink, and lodging, 
while he. was /abouring. And is it on 
this, the only word Jesus Christ ever 
says about compensation of any sort ; is 
it on this that Christian teachers found 
their claim to a tenth of the whole of the 
produce of a country? If this be the 
way in which they interpret the Scrip- 
tures, it is time, indeed, that we read and 
Oh, no! Nota 
word did our Saviour say about éithes; 
not a word about rick apostles, but 
enough and enough about, poor ones ; 
not a word about worldly goods, except 
to. say, that those who wished to possess 
them could not be his disciples ; enough 
about rendering to Ceasar the things 
that are Casar’s,.but net a. word about 
rendering to the priests any thing at all. 
In, short, from one end of the Gospel to 
the other, he. preaches. humility, low- 
liness, an absence of all desire to possess 
worldly riches, and he expressly enjoins 
his disciples “ freely fogive, as they have 
freely received,” . 

_And.as to,the apostles, what did they 


Moses to be ,abrogated,,.. He..sets|do 2... Did they, nptact according to the 


wide even the Sabbath. ...And when the 
arisee in the parable. vaunted that he 


command of Chrigt2., Did they not live 
in .common.in.all, cases where that was 


ad tithes of all that.be posseased,,the| practicable ?,,, Did they; not disclaim all 


buke he received is quite sufficient. to| Worldly, possessions? . 


one the degree of merit, that,Christ 
otted to that sort, of, piety. andy in-| 


In. Corinthians, 
chap, ix; St. Paul lays dawn the rule of 
compensation ;. and what is it? Why, 


|, this parable, seems, to. bave , been|that as the ‘ ox was not to be muzzled 


for the express of 

¢ cunningof abe then Jewish peiesis,|tencher.was to haye 
wd the folly of, theix in, relying | for his t | 
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his own charges?” Which clearly 
shows, that all that was meant was 
entertainment on the way, or when the 
preacher was from home ; and when the 
preaching was on the spot where the 
preacher lived, it is’ clear, from the 
whole of the Acts-of the Apostles, and 
from the whole of the Epistles, that no 
such thing: as compensation, in any 
shape, or of any kind, was thought of. 
St. Paul, in writing to the teachers in 
Thessalonia, says, “ Study to be quiet 
“and do your own business, and to 
“© work with your own hands as we com- 
‘© manded you.” | Thess. chap. iv. ver. 
11. And again, in 2 Thess. chap. iii. 
ver. 8, he bids the teacher remember, 
** Neither did we eat any man’s bread 
** for nought; but wrought with labour 
“and travail, night and day, that we 
“© might not be chargeable to any.” 

SECOND: the justice of the measure. 
—It is clear, then, that tithes and cle- 
rical revenues rest upon no scriptural 
authority? What do they rest upon? 
How came they ever to be? What 
were they founded for? And are they 
‘now applied to the uses for which they 
were given in frust to the clergy? Do 
the clergy apply them agreeably to 
the intention in which the tithes origin- 
ated? In answering these questions, 
we shall arrive ata perfect conviction, 
that it is just to adopt the measure in 
favour of which Lam arguing. 

When I was a boy, or, before I had 
read with attention, 4 often wondered 
how our forefathers came to be such 
fools as to give one fenth part of all the 
corn, hay, roots, calves, lambs, wool; 
pigs, eggs, milk, fruit, greens, under- 
wooed, and of the profit om mills and of 
the waters and of the animals at pasture. 


been such fools 


That they should have 


as to give, in every parish, all. this. to 
one man of the purish, and. that man, 


too, an mnmarried man. 1. thought 
them t fools, and lamented that we 
had, hitherto, been such fools, such tame 
and stupid fellows as-to: adhere-to their 
laws. But; upon looking into the mat-! 
ter, I found that our ‘old: papas. had: 
done wo such a thing, I found that the 
had given only-@ third of the tenth’ to: 
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repair the churches ; and the other third 
to relieve the poor, and, indeed, that third 
which the priest had, was to enable him 
to keep hospitality, and relieve the 
stranger. Oh! said I, this had sense ig 
it; andit is WE, conceited we, en ‘iyht- 
ened we, who are the fvols, who let the 
parsons take all, and who relieve the 
poor, and build and repair the churches 
by taxes which weserew from one an- 
ther, and who, while we have a mutton- 
bone on our tables, silently see the par- 
sons wallowing in» luxury. We, en- 
lightened we, are the real fools. 

At a meeting recently held in Kent, 
Lord Winesiitsea was asked whether 
he would vote for the abolition of 
tithes. ‘To this he answered in the ne 
gative, observing, that tithes were insti- 
tuted by our** PIOUS ancestors.” Our 
ancestors were ptous, but they were not 
tame “enlightened” fools. This is the 
story that the parsons always tell us; 
but they do not tell us the whole of the 
story. They leave us to believe that 
our “ pious’ ancestors” were of this 
same church that now exists ; and with 
reason ; for it would be awkward in- 
deed in them ‘to extol the piety of those 
from whom they took, the tithes away. 
But I. will tell you, my friends, the whole 
story; it is short, and is as follows: 
Christianity was not introduced into 
England, until 600 years. after the birth 
of Christ. About the meanwhile | 
had made its way-over the greater pat 
of the continent of Europe, and the 
Pope of Rome, as’ the successor of St. 
Peter, had long been the head of the 
chureh, About the year 600, the then 
Pope, whose name was Gregory, sent § 
monk whose name was: Austin, 
forty others uader him; fram Rome © 
England to convert the English. om 
landed in: Kent, andthe: king of Kea 
(there: were several: kingstoms 10 Eng 
land then) received them well, ane 
a. convert, and built houses for them 
amongst the Indians,, They i 
shat people go" 


common, : and) on . wo 


other 


tended’ itself over thie country; >” 





the priests; another third to build and 


such assemblages of priests, 09 tbs! 
















anterbury, were formed; but these 
peing found insufficient, the lords of 

eat landed estates built churches and 
parsonaze-houses on them, and endowed 
vem with lands and tithes, after the 
mode in fashion on the continent. ‘The 
state, or district, allotted toa charch, 
now became a ‘parish ; and in ‘time, 
lioceses arose, and the division hecame, 
s to territory, pretty'much what ‘it is 
NOW. 

Here, then, we learn’ the motives of 
pur “pious ancestors” in making’ these 
ndowments of tithes. They wished to 
ave a priest always at hand to teach 
he ignorant, to baptize children, to visit 
he sick, to administer comfort, to be 
he peace-maker,’ the kind friend 
nd the guide of his people: "Nor were 
Btlese tithes to be devoured’ or squan- 
ered by the priests, © ‘hey were: di- 
ied thus: “ Let the priests receive 
the tithes of the people, and ‘keep ‘a 
‘ written account ‘of all that have paid 
them; and divide ‘them, in the pre- 
‘sence of such as fear God; according 
to canonical ‘aathority. “Let them 
set apart the first share for the build- 
ing and ornaments’ of the ehurely; 
‘and distribute the seeond ‘tothe poor 
and strangers with their own’ hands; 
i mercy and humility ; «and ‘reserve 
the third part for thentselves,? 
The very motives for building churches 
nd endowing them with ‘ithes™ prove, 
hat the constant residence of! the'priest, 
r parson, in his parish “was “his ‘first 
uty; for what was the endowment for 
ise? And I state, upon ‘authority’ ae 
good as any’ that’ history: ead present, 
. nyhens — five hundred “years after 

beeen uction of Christianity, no such 
OM prevailed in England as of 
uring curates, or ‘other ties, “to 
'pply the place ‘of’ the parson who*had 
ne living. “"Qar* # ancestors” 
re therefore seristble as well as’pious « 
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not permitted to marry! We must 
impute this to their piety, and, indeed, 
to their wisdum also; for how obvious 
are the reasons that the tithes never 
could be applied according to the in- 
tention of the founders, if the priests 
had wives and families to maintain ? 
Thus, then, if we be tovappeal to our 
pious ancestors, and pious and praise- 
worthy we must allow them to have 
been ; if Lord Winchilsea and the par- 
sons will insist upon referring us to 
these our ancestors as examples for us 
to follow as to this great matter of 
tithes, we have to remind him and the 
parsons of these eight things :—1. That 
the doctrines of the Catholic church, 
which our pious ancestors endowed with 
the tithes, are, by our present parsons, 
declared to be idolatrous and damnable. 
—2. “That our parsons call the head of 
that church Autichrist and the whore of 
Babylon.—3. ‘That the “ Society for 
Propagating Christian Knowledge " ad- 
vertise no less than fourteen separate 
works, written by our bishops and 
archbishops, “ against popery,” that is 
to say, against that very faith to sup- 
port which our pious ancestors instituted 
tithes. —4. That we may be allowed 
to wonder how it can have come to 
pass, that, as the errors of our pious 
ancestors were found, at tre end of ten 
hundred ‘years, to be so damnable, the 
tithes which they granted'were not at all 
etroheous, but, as the parsovs now tell 
us; were’ dedicated to God ” !—5. That 
our ‘pious ancestors gave only a third 
of the tithes: to ‘the parsons.—6. That 
they required the sparson’'to expend a 
third on the building ‘and: ornaments of 
the church.—7. That they required him 
to distribate the other third:to the poor 
and the stranger with his own hands, 
in mercy and ‘hamility—And, 8. That 
they ‘required hin to “be constantly 
resident and not*to marry, and com- 
ed him to take an oath of celibacy, 
inorder that, divested-of the cares and 
anxieties _ a wife and 
fatnity, lie twholly devote himself 
the Sercteds aia be in very 
coeeaie which oan pernenedt veer | 
end to the other,’ res a priest to 
‘faithful and diligent shepherd of the 
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religious flock: and, for being which 
merely in mame, such woes are pro- 
nounced against priests both by prophets 
aod apostles, 

Of these eight things we have to re- 
mind the parsons, When they tell us to 
look at the conduct of our pious ances- 
tors ; and especially when they tell us to 
follow the éxample of those ancestors 
with regard to tithes. These were the 
Mg conditions on which the tithes were 
ates and this might be truly said to 

e dedicating them to God. Accordingly 
we find that, as long as the tithes were 
4. applied to these purposes, there were 
no poor-rates: no Vagrant Act was 
required ; no church-rates were e- 
ee | manded of the people; and yet all those 
magnificent cathedrals and those 
churches were built, the beauty and 
‘e solidity of which are now the monu- 
Bh] ments of their great, and of our little, 
jes minds. 
| But is it not worth our while, even if 
oat 
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it were only for the curiosity of the 
thing, to inquire how the tithes, dedi- 
cated to @ faith which our parsons hold 
in abhorrence, came to be possessed by 
our parsons? Is it not worth our while 
to inquire, how it came to pass, that, 
when our parsons found the faith of 
our ancestors so erroneous as to be call- 
ed idolatrous and damnable ; when they 
found the faith so bad as to require 
rooting owt even by most cruel penal 
laws ; how it came to pass, that, when 
they found the faith su utterly abomi- 
nable ; how it came to pass, that when 
they were pulling down images, con- 
| fessionals, and altars, and ‘were sweep- 
mi ing away all the other memorials of the 
,, Te vn of 1 ap ancestors, they should 

ve su the parsonage-houses, the 
graben, the tithes, and even Baster-of. 

ngs, to remain, nay, and have taken 
these to themselves, and to be enjoyed, 
too, not in the ‘third: part, but “in 


whole ? 

eas — ‘were; as we have. seen, 
en to, and en}. or rather admi- 

mistered by, the tholic. parsons for 


about ten out of the twelve huridred 
= of their existence in England. 

the first five out of the ten, no such 
thing as non-residence, or stipendiary 
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curating, was known. After the Nor. 
mans invaded England these things 
began; and, in time, by one means or 
another, by kings, nobles, and monas- 
teries, the parishes were greatly robbed 
of their tithes, ‘and ‘miserable vicars and 
curates were placed in the churches in 
numerous eases. At last that event 
which is called the Reformation took 
place; and the struggle ended in the 
overthrow of the Catholic and the 
establishment ofthe Protestant church, 
that is to say; a church which protests 
against the “Catholic faith, to uphold 
whieh the tithes had been instituted. 

The new parsons; though they pro- 
tested ‘against the faith of the Catholic 
parsons, did’ ‘by’ no means _ protest 
against the tithes which had been graut- 
ed to upholdit.) They professed to 
keep all that was good, and to cast of 
all that «was bad, of the old church. 
What was good and what bad, we lay- 
men may, pethaps, not ‘be competent 
judges of ; but.we’know that they kept 
very carefully all the ‘parsonage-houses, 
all the: plebes; all the tithes, all the 
Raster-offérings,‘all the’ surplice-fees; 
aad that they eastoffeonstant residence, 
division of" tithe’ ‘into thirds, keeping 
the churches in repair, living unmarried, 
and relieving: the poor and the stranger 
with theit-own-hands) in'mercy and hu- 
mitity. ‘Such; indeed; was their keeping 
and such their casting off, that the Ca- 
tholic said; ‘that Protestant parson meant 
a person ‘who “protested against any- 
body ‘having the church-property but 
himself?) S28) bo) 

If; indeed, the»parsons ‘did the duty 
which their vows oblige them to ‘lo, it 
would then'be ‘another matter. What 
is the contract which they make with 
the: nation?) ‘What isthe obligation 
which they take upon them? What “ 
the duties that upigosnant aeged 
en to | > ¢ ther 
SO, ar ean cen, 
they “‘believe that they are m0" 
| byothesHdly “Ghost to: take opp 
“tthe offen; toceerve’'God for © 


te ~ . nd the edi- 
: emmys, 2 po ry, a 

“fying of his They ae’ 
also, that they are “ determined, 














“ the Scriptures, to-instruct the pep’ 
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that shall be committed to their charge ; 
« they promise that they will give their 
' faithful diligence always so to minister 
« the doctrine and sacraments and the 
« discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath 
‘commanded, and -as, this-realm hath 
‘received the same according. to the 
“ commandment of God ; that they will 
‘teach the people eomanitted totheirenre 
“and charge with all.diligenee to. keep 
“ and observe the same, that they anéli be 
“ready with all faithful..diligence 
“ to banish and driveaway all erroneous 
“and strange doetrines contrary, to 
“ God's word: antl te use; public and 
‘private admonitions and exhortations, 
“as well to the sick: as:te the swhole, 
“within their cures, ag need, shall. re- 
* quire and occasion be given ; that they 
“ will be diligent im the prayers, and in 
“the reading ofthe Holy Scriptures, 
“and in such stadies.as help to the 
“ knowledge of the same, daying, aside 
“ the study of the world.and the. flesh ; 
“that they. will, be. diligent to, frame 
“and fashion themselves,.and their fa- 
“milies according to, the doetrine of 
“Christ, that. they may be’ »oholesome 
“examples and speetacies te ithe, flock 
“of Christy and that they, will »maia- 
“tain and set forwards quietness, peace; | 
“and love, among oall Christians; .bnt, 
“ especially, among, ithem .that;-are: or. 
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And if, having already one living, they 
grasp at another or two, how do they 
obey the injunction of the apostle, to 
avoid filthy lucre; how do they obey 
Christ, who bids them freely give ; how 
do they fulfil. their awn promise, made 
at the altar and with such awful so- 
lemnity, to lay aside the sludy of the 
world, and. how do they,.show them- 
selves followers of the apostle, who bids 
them ‘ be subject one to another, and 
* be clothed with humility, seeing that 
‘God resisteth the proud and giveth 
*€ grace to the humble !" 

Is it not notorious that of the eleven 
thousand livings in England and Wales, 
one half are without resident tncum- 
bents; and is it net equally notorious 
that there are thousands of parsons each 
of whom has more than one living ; is 
it not also notorious that those who do 
the work of the church, have hardly a 
bare sufficiency to eat and drink ; is it 
not notorious that, .while. there are 
bishoprics, worth from tea, to forty 
thousand a-year, one million, and six 
hundred thousand pounds have, within 
the last thirty years, been voted out of 
the taxes on our malt, soap, candles, 
sugar, &c., “ for the relief of the poor 
« clergy of this church ;"' is.it not noto- 
rious that many of the prerent beneficed 
clergy received mililary and naval half- 


“ shall be committed, to, their. charge.” | pay for many years, and: the income of 


And they. most solemnly » ratify, .and 
confirm these declarations and, promise | 
by receiving the holy communion. -> 
Now, how are they, todo these things, | 
or, indeed, any part of these thiogs,- une; 
less they be at the places where. they 
have so solemnly promised to de them ? 
How are they to -promote..God’s Blory: 
and edify his: people 5: howoareothey ite 


charge; hownane ' 0. explai 
Word to the people of their cure,; how 
are they to be ready with. faithful. dili- 


















Gus and strange doctrine .coutrary-40 


their benefices, at the same time ; and is 
it. not, notorious that, in Ireland, the case 


Jis still ‘more, flagrant than, it is here? 


How, then, .do, the. parsons fulfil the 
promises. made ,,at, their,,ordination ? 
How .do. they jobey. the. injunctions of 
the, apostles :, ‘!-Preach, the word ; be 
** instant in, season, out of season ; re- 
“« prove, rebuke, and exhort withall long- 


instruct the people coamnitted te their | ‘suffering and dloctcine.” |The apostles 
in) the} tell the teachers to, teach publicly “ from 
fs house we house ;, to pen ee 
- 5 “\ in all things patterns.ef good works ; 
Bence to banish and: drive away all erra:,)\ 


‘to be examples in word, in conversa- 


« tion, ia, charity, ,in faith, in purity ; to 
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But how are they to be any of these 
if they seldom or never see any of those 
whom they have pledged themselves to 
teach ? 

Jesus Christ says, ‘‘ Go yeinto.all the 
“world, and preach the Gospel unto 
“every creature; and, lo! 1 am>with 
** you always, even unto the end of the 
“world,” ‘And the apostle Paul, 
amongst his numerous, urgent, aud 
solemn exhortations, says, “1 take you 
* to record this day, that fam pure from 
“the blood of all men; for I have 
“ shunned not to declare unto you the 
**counsel of God. ‘Take heed, there- 
** fore unto yourselves, and to all the 
“flock over which the Holy Ghost hath 
“ made you overseers, to feed the church 
“ of God, which he hath purchased with 
“his own blood.” And he exhorts, too, 
that the teachers should do their duty 
for religion sake, and not for the sake 
of gain. (A bishopis not to be “ greedy 
of filthy luere, nor covetous.”’ 

The parsons tell you to read the 
Bible, and therevare plenty of Bible 
Societies) to put the book into ‘your 
hands. The worst of it is, you dv not 
read tt allentively. But read it now; 
see what it says about parsons who 
do not reside on their divings. The 
prophet Zechariah says ** Woe be 
“to the idle shepherd that leaveth the 
** flock.” —“* Woe" says the prophet 

Ezexinr, “ Woe be to the shepherds of 
“« Israel thatdo feed themselves ! Should 
““pnot the shepherds feed the: flocks’! 
“Ve eat the» fat, and: ye clothe you 
“with the woal lye kill them that are 
“* fed, but ye feed not the flock. ‘The 
“ diseased have ye not strengthered, 
““ neither have yehealed that which was 
** sick, neither have ye bound up that 
*‘ which was brokea, neither have ye 
“ brought again that which was driven 
“away, incither have vye sought that 
“which was dost ; but with force und 
fe with cruelty have ye ruled them. ‘And 

they were seatéered, because there is 
* no shepherd.’””| Aadiis aot: the flock 
seattered in England now ? Are not the 
country churches empty, and do net the 
people wander about after all sorts of 
sects? Therevis, in reality, no longer 
anyflock, The prophet, contemplating 


such acase, adds : “‘ Thus saith the Lord 
“ God, behold, J am azainst the shep- 
“ herds ; and [ will require my flock at 
“‘ their hand, and cause them to cease 
‘“‘ feeding the flock : neither shall the 
“ shepherds feed themselves any more; 
“* for L will deliver my: flock from their 
‘mouth thutthey may not be meat for 
“* them.” 

It is clear, from all that we behold, 
that the church, ‘as ‘by law established, 
has not answered, or) at least that it 
does not nowanswer, the purposes for 
which it was:intended. It does not hold 
the people in the bond.of faith; it does 
not promote: peace and «goodwill ; but, 
on the contrary, creates eternal divisions 
and feads, while it consumes uselesslya 
lange part ofthe prodace of the lini, 
and takes from the farmer the means of 
viving you, the labourers, ‘wages sufli- 
cient for you ‘to support your wives and 
children. Besides this, this establish- 
ment isia hotbed for breeding geulle- 
men and laidies, whomust be kept with 
out workyall their lives, somehow ot 
others:and taxes must be raised, and are 
raised, wpon you, aud upon all of us, (0 
pay them salaries, stipends, pensions, of 
something opother.: Dhis is so now, and 
itmast be soas longas thisestablishment 
shall exist. The sons of the parsons are, 
for the far greater patt, kept by the public 
in‘some shapeio: other; the husbands 
of the daughters ‘are kept ‘in the same 
way ; they engross the offices, and the 
employments, and shatout the sons 
farmers and tradesmen. “I do not blame 
the government forthis; for, in the 0 
tare of things; ttemmast be'so ; itis ar 
cessary effvetof the establishment. [tis 
the only establishment in the world, of 
that there sever ‘was in ‘the world, 
priests‘of which are atlowed ‘0 a 
Wherever there are priests paid by : 
public; they are not: dllowed) to marty; 
and it-is‘clear that they’ ought not rer 
su allowed; for, »otherwise, what !§ of 
but to-taxithe peoptestovkeep a race” 
men aud ‘women to ‘breed: persons (0 ae 
cay fra eterno 
aicay froma oo ie 
chauce, even the-ehance, of sharing 
the honours and ‘powers of the cous'"? hich 

establishment 





itis, in-short,:an 
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makes the people keep fathers and*mo- 
thers, that they may breed children for 
them to keep also! And such a thing 
never was heard of before in the whole 
world. 

My friends, labourers \of England, 
there is a PARSON, of the name: of 
MALTHUS, who has written a book: to 
show that you breed too fast; and) in 
order to check your breeding, he pro- 
poses, that, if you be married, you shall 
have no relief from theparish, butshall 
be left to starve., The Seotel: and Irish 
place-hunters, who live, or want to live, 
on your labour, applaud this: parson 
Malthus to the skies, and so do our pen- 
sioners and parsons. But neither Mal- 


thus nor any of his crew ever propose! 


to check the breeding of the PARSONS 
and the PENSIONERS ! Think of that. 
They grudge YOU, who make-all the 
food, cluthing, houses; and fuel; they 
grudge you parish relief; but they 
do not grudge to parsons and pen- 
stoners paid out of the faves raised 
om you! Qh! the imsolent. ruf- 
hans! Is there-not a just and merciful 
God; and is his hand for ever to be 
stayed! The ruffians have'seen, of late 
years, @ million and a half of guineas 
given by the Parliament, owt off the 
faxes, “‘ for the RELIEF of the POOR 
CLERGY of the church of Enyland;” 
they know that YOU pay a large part 
of these taxes; and yet they would 
refuse you relief in. cases even? of the 
extremest distress ! 

But as long as- this establishment 
shall exist, so long must:it céntinue® to 
infliet evils on the-country ; it mustof 
necessity take from the: farmer-and 
remo and merehant and. manufac- 

‘¢ means of paying just wages to 
oe whom they: employ wane there-is 
man can doubt, that it is-the-wint 


“just wages that isthe caxsey andthe 


ae Counity. Well) then,oughtnotthis 


cause, of the: present. troublesiof 






Cause to be removed: 
0 be removed?:-wit #) : 

Y thosé tithes, pent 
erty, thie len 


1d how is: it 
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intended ; those who receive the reve« 


nues are, in great part, absent from the 


parishes; the churches are empty; the 
meeting-houses are full; those who do 
the work:of the chureh are living in 
penury ; and more than all the rest, the 
present’ distribution of this’ property, 
helps to make the working-people so 
poor and miserablé, that they must 
either die with starvation, or resort, for 
the purpose of obtaining’ the means of 
sustaining life, to acts of violence dan- 
gerous to the peace of the country. And 
is it not, therefore, just to take this pro- 
perty away? “ THE SAtETY OF 
‘« THE PEOPLE Is THE SUPREME 
‘““ LAW !” How can they be safe, then, 
as long as they are constantly exposed 
either to starvation or to the conse- 
quences of unlawful acts? And if they 
must (and I have shown that they 
must) be eonstantly thus exposed, as 
long as this establishment shall exist, 
are the people to: perish, are we: all to 
be ruined and destroyed, for the sake of 
those who profit from this establish- 
ment? Is that just? Why, then, it is 
just to repeal and abolish this establish- 
ment. 

THIRD: the measure is necessary. 
This I have, indeed, just showed ; but 
there are still further reasons why this 
measure is necessary. The weight of 
taxes is one great cause of the distress. 
and the troubles of the country. Your 
wages go, one-half; to pay taxes. More 
thas the half of these taxes are required’ 
to pay the interest of ‘what is called 
the NATIONAL ‘DEBT. It is impos-. 
sible to.colleet such! heavy'taxes with- 
out: a large army. © Therefore, it is in 
vain to hope: for relief as long as’ ‘this 
Debt, to its: present amount, shall exist. 
The Debt-people receive more than they 
ought to receive. Every man of sense 
says this, and the present First Lord 
of the Avmiralty: (a very clever’ man) 
proposed to take thirty. per cent., or 
nearly a third part, away from the Debt- 


ent aa Dotawere:jailly 
yand the tithes'and other 4 
ptoperty sold} and the: money paid 
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nation be again great and happy, and the 
working-people well fed and clad as 
their great-grandfathers were, and the 
employers and their property in a state 
of safety. And are we to forego all 
this ; are we to vive up the hope of ever 
seeing England happy again, merely for 
the suke of upholding this estublish- 
ment of parsons and bishops! It is 
just that the Debt-people should be paid 
less than they are now paid; every one 
must confess, and every one does con- 
fess, this; but every one feels and says 
that it would be injustice, monstrous 
injustice, to call down the curses of all 
mankind, 4o take one single farthing 
from the Debt-people, so long as the 
clergy continue to rcceive their enormous 
emoluments. 

And now, my friends, I have, I think, 
proved the legality, the justice, and the 
necessity of this measure. I have no 
dislike to the redigion of the church in 
which | was born and bred and have 
always continued ; | have great respect 
for many of the working-clergy, whom I 
know to be amongst the most worthy 
of men, and whose lot would be meaded 
by the measure that I propose, as reli- 
gion and morality would also be ad- 
vanced by it. Iam actuated by no an- 
tipathy or personal ill-will: 1 wish for 
the measure, for the reasons that I have 
given; and | exhort you to join cordially 
with your yers in petitions, and 
in all other lawful efforts, to cause that 
measure to be ailopted, and that, too, 
immediately, being thoroughly con- 
vinced that, until it be acopted, England 
will never again know happiness. 

lam, 
my good and honest friends, 
your faithful servant, 
Wau. COBBETT. 





LOCAL COURTS, &c. 
LETTER III, 
mee my last letter, | committed 
a mistake in assigning to Warminster 
distance of not more en. thirteen miles 
from Bruton. Warminster is about two 


miles further than this from Bruton, and 
it is considerably nearer to Melksham, 


Locat Courts, &c. | 
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to the court of which place it wil), 
therefore, more properly belong. | 
should also be taken to have committed 
a blunder in having represented that 
such.a number of. courts will cover a 
tract..of. country,.of such a length by 
such a breadth ; jf. .L,were mistakenly 
understood, as I may be, that the whole 
extent of each tract, will be within the 
specified distances from the court town. 
Within, these. distanees, there will, of 
course, be comprised only the country 
within a eirele of the given diameter 
drawn round the court town; and the 
four corners of the country necessary to 
fill up a square of the same diameter as 
the circle, will be at somewhat greater 
distances, But, this.is,of necessity ; and 
it does not in any way affect the expe- 
diency of the general principle of fixing 
the court towns,within a day’s journey 
on foot of all market towns. 

Upon looking: into. the map, I see, 
that, with the,exeeption of Bath and its 
neighbourhood, which will be within 
the limits. of the Melksham court, and 
of Bristol, which, almost,.of course, will 
be provided, with ascourt of its own for 
the city and, county.ef.the city and the 
surrounding -cquatry, the two courts lo 
be fixed at Bruton.and Taunton, besides 
including. small | pacts of Wilts, Dorset, 
and Devon, will.cover all Somersetshire, 
except two other slices.of this extensive 
county, The. first. of these, eomprises 
Axbridge, with aJarge number of popu 
lous. surrounding, villages, in a most 
fertile diswict.; the second, the wester! 
extremity of the couaty, including the 
towns. of. Dulyerton, Minehead, avd 
Watchet, For. each, of these out-of 
bounds districts, ,it-will be very prac’ 
cable, and,, indeed, seems necessary 
provide an auxiliary court, to. those 
Bruton and Taunton, to; beunder . 


? 
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in locating the courts should be, to fix | to the jurymen. And this, even though 
the principal courts in towns centrally a town of considerably the largest popu- 
situated within a large number of other |lation of any within the jurisdiction of 
towns, in order that by far the principal) the court should happen to be situated 
quantity of business*may be disposed of! at one of the remoter distances from 
in those courts, and that the business of! the court town.) ‘Dhus,in the proposed 
auxiliary courts; where any’sueh’ shall) Bruton district, Frome: is: situated ten 


be necessary, being’ kept very sabordi- 
nate in point of qaantity to that ‘of the 
principal courts, may be disposed of in 
a day or two, or at ‘the utmost ina few 
days, after the termination of the session 
of the principal court. © ‘Phese auxiliary 
courts should strictly be only * little 
goes’ to the other courts, ‘and should 
not be suffered to ovcupy the time of ‘the | 
judge and officers and juries above a 
fourth as long'as the time: Lf shall pro- 
pose to allow for the duration of the 
session of the ‘principal courts,’ In 
many parts of the “country ‘besides 
Somersetshire, and’ in must parts,’ per- 
haps, more so than in thatecounty, par- 
ticularly in places nearthe sea ’cdast 
(which runs out inte sucha number of 
promontories and Jand’sends), atid wher- 
ever a town may ‘be peculiarly ‘situated, 
as Is the case with “Ax bridge) in’ being 
at considerably more ‘thaw the ‘average 
distance from other! towns, “it! muy! be 
hecessary td have, ‘here and ‘there;! av 
auxiliary court Buty I) do not know: 
that I would, in anyocase, allowof more 
than one auxillary'to a principal court. 
Ido not, however; apprehend there will 
be any great difficulty in locating” thé 
om courts satisfactorily ; andy indeed, 
: : a : = show the'means by which 
tats One pretty satisfactorily’ by 
be reson noodle; but it would not 
» “ither for the advantage of the! pub! 





‘0 encourage (andas. wngodle would die 
Sure to be quickly found),\so greatly ‘to | 
that if the court be held at Bruton, the 


endanger the taking of the execution’ 
Dy plan ont of my own-hanilgys| 960 
_ Another reason ‘whiy 
“iuations for¥lie Hewo 
object should ter eailiftx aches 
Courts in towns centehll afta 
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miles from Bruton, and/it:hasa popula- 
tion’ of 12,000, whichis half as large 


‘again us that of any otherGf the towns ; 


and Bruton itself contains only a popue 
Jation of 1,800 or 1,900 persons. But in 
the opposite direction from Bruton, and 
at still rather farther distances from it, 
there are two towns, Sherhorne and 
Yearl, with a population of. 14,000 or 
16,000; and shall these 14,000 or 
16,000 persons have to make a journey 
of twenty-one or twenty-two miles to 
Frome, being an addition often miles 
to their. journey, and the 1,800 or 1,900 
inhabitants of Bruton have also to make 
a journey of ten miles, in order that the 
12,000. of Frome may stay.at home, 
instead of having to make their journey 
of ten miles? There are alsoSomerton, 
Ichester, and Castle Cary, whose in- 
habitants would have. their journey 
lengthened ten miles, if the court was 
fixed at Frome. So; toc; the journey 
of the 8,000 inhabitants of Wells would 
be lengthened three miles, that of the 
1,600 or 1,700 inhabitants of Glaston- 
bury seven or eight. miles,iand that of 
the. 7,000 or $,000 of Shepton Mallett 
five miles; while, as Warminster will 
now belong to: anotherndistrict, the in- 
habitants/of not)a single tewn would 
Have their journey shortened. By the 
best computation which. myknowledge 
and recollection ofthe population and 


lic, or wise ‘or’ fair Ms regurds myself;/so| distances of these several places have 


enabled:«me to ‘make;:Lyfind, by mul- 
tipl¥iag the population by the distances, 


sui total of the journeys”to be taken 
will be as.649 to!783"in ease the court 
were held at e, and as 649 to 
1,155 if it held'a ae Bae 
But my? prineiple g the cou 

covanainahe/achegeijuiresy on foot of 





ahertownd: within the jurisdiction of 
he same court, is t 
pay Gi my plan's-00d look 
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wpon it as of such paramount impor- 
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tance, and, indeed, so absolutely essen- 
tial to any practicable and just scheme 
for locating the new courts, that it 
ought not to be broken in vpon, even 
where there will be a much larger dis- 
proportion of inhabitants in some one 
place to those of any of the other towns, 
than in the case of Frome, in the pro- 
posed Burton district, Thus, one of the 
largest disproportions which can hap- 
pen, will be in the Melksham court, 
within the limits of which will be Bath, 
with its 40,000 inhabitants, who, as 
occasion requires, will have to make 
their journey of ten miles to Melksham. 
But it is fairer that it should be so (and 
even in this case 1 question whether, 
upon the whole, there will not be a 
saving in travelling), than that the $,000 
inhabitants of Devizes, the 3,000 or 
4,000 of Calne, and the people of East 
Leamington, whatever its population 
may be, should haveto make lengthened 
journeys of eighteen or twenty miles, 
and the 2,000 or 3,000 inhabitants of 
Melksham a journey of ten miles, and 
that the 26,000 or 28,000 thousand in- 
habitants of Warminster, Westbury, 
Trowbridge, Chippenham, and even 
Bradford, which last-named place is the 
nearest town to Bath, should also have 
their journeys more or less considerably 
lengthened. The only cases in which I 
would permit the principle to be broken 
in upon, should be such as that of Bris- 
tol, which, with its 70,000 or $0,000 in- 
habitants, is a kind of provincial metro- 
polis, and has besides, in its new neigh- 
bourhood, several populous places, such 
as Heynsham, Bedminster and Clifton, 
though they be not market towns. ‘The 
market towns of Thornbury andChipping 
Sodbury, would als 
y, Would also appear by the map 
to be within the prescribed distance of 
twelve or thirteen miles from Bristol, 
By the plan which I have thus gene- 
rally submitted for determining the si- 
tuations of the proposed new courts, al- 
though “justice” will not, according 
to the loud trumpetings of some per- 
sons, be brought ‘ home to every man's 
door,” it will be brought within every 
man’s convenient reach. 


Me beg objected, on the other hand, 


Loca, Covars, &c. 


number of courts, the answer is, that, 
centuries ago, there-were courts for the 
recovery of small debts in every hun. 
dred, andeven in every manor. Accordin 
to my plan, one court will extend over 
perhaps twenty hundreds, and over 150 
manors, . Numerous reasons may be as- 
signed, why the old courts should, for 
the most, part, have fallen, as they have, 
into desuetude.;, but. it will be sufficient 
to mention a few... First,’ The frequency 
of holding some of these courts, the Hun- 
dred Court for instance, which was held 
at oue time from fortnight to fortnight, 
and afterwards, from. three weeks to 
three weeks, so that there must often 
have been little or no business to trans- 
act, although the suitors or judges, with 
the officers of the courts, would be put 
to the trouble of.assembling on the «ay 
appointed. Secondly, The necessity that 
there was, for the causes of action 
wholly arising within the jurisdiction of 
the court, narrow as its limits were. 
Thirdly, The courts.in general, having 
had jurisdiction, only in certain actions 
personal, excluding actions on a record, 
or specialty, or of trespass with “ force 
and arms,” and pleasof freehold. Fourth- 
ly, Their jurisdiction, having been |- 
mited, in general,'to debts or damages 
under 40s, ; with the clipping, in various 
kings’ reigns, from the shilling, 204 
thence, as wellas from the discovery of 
the American mines, and the invention 
of the modern system of, for the most 
part, cheatery, commonly called bank- 
ing, the great depreciation in latter 
times in the value of the same nominal 
sum, of money. And this practice of 
clipping, by-the-by, was renewed (0 & 
small extent, even on the last silver Te 
coinage, when. an-ounce of silver Ww 
coined into sixty-six: shillings instead 0 
sixty-three . Fifthly; Zhe power of the 
defendant, on;a nominal cause show 
to remove the aetion «into» the on 
courts. Sixthly, Dhe snecessity wb! 
existed, for laying, ,on «the face 
the proceeding», every» al fact 1 
havearisen within the jurisdiction of tbe 
particular court, as awell.as its having 
actually arisen,awithin it; and hence 
as well as for other reasons, the, of 





will require too large a danger of plaintiffs, and.the ministers 
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e courts charged with the execution 
f process, exceeding in something or 
ther the jurisdiction of the court, In 
hich cases all the parties immediately 
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judge must at least take his clerk with 
him, and, perhaps, a maneservant; and 
there must, at least, be one principal 
officer of the court, call him registrar, 


concerned was liable to an action offor clerk of the court, or what you 


espass in the King"s courts. It must 
mmediately be seen that the most im- 
ortant of these eauses Of the old courts 
aving fallen iato deeay will not, and 
at others of them must not’ be al- 
pwel to, apply to the new courts: to 
e established on my plan; and that, 
for the rest of them, such as bear 
y further depreciation in the value of 
e current money, against the conse- 
uences of which it may not be so easy, 
it may be thought superfluous or 
portant, or even libellous, to provide 
renedy beforehand, it will be very easy 
w that we know the causes of the 
cay of the old courts, from. time to 
ne to provide remedies if we be so 
inded, 

But, again, an opposite objeetion to 
be one already supposed may very pro- 
ably be made to my seheme of locating 
€ new courts. It maybe objected 
at the new courts, on my plan, will 
dt be numerous enough and'that, as I 
ve heard it objected already by a 
arued and very worthy and ¢onfident 
ead of mize, but withal one-who is'a 
chney by birth and residence all his 
‘ime, and who knows nothing by ex- 
rience of country market towns (fur- 
* tian having had othe good luck to 
hd in a country market town a lady 
hom he made his wife), that a local 
ut ought to be provided to’ sit “in 
“ry market town ; and my friend even 
_ that it ought to sit every week. 
‘US see, then, what would be’ some 
the effects of holding a court in each 
: - town, In the first place; in all but 
See ones there would be gene- 
7 no business to transact, un- 
* the sessions of the court were held at 
AE and that. would be in- 
‘patible with aos ‘administra 
an justices. Neg thes jade aad 
“pal officers sof othe? eourtsy: with 












































please, with one or more clerks under 
him. Even the under clerks must, 
almost per force, in cross country roads, 
travel by post-chaise, at ls. 9d, per 
mile, post-boys included. It may be 
thought infra dignitatem for the judge 
to travel in the same vehicle with the 
registrar, or they may not be mutually 
agreeable companions. But pack them 
together in a post-chaise; the judge 
must maintain his place in one corner. 
The registrar and the judge’s clerk may 
represent Bodkin (I think it is called), 
by sitting forward in the middle by 
turns. Or, let them take a travelling- 
chariot, with a dickey behind for two. 
In this case the post-masters will re- 
quire them to use four horses, or they 
will charge an extra price per mile; and 
still all the parties will scarcely be pro 
vided for. How many day-labouring 
or shop-keeping plaintiffs and defendants 
may then not make a day’s journey out 
and home for the expense of moving 
the judge and officers of a court a 
stage! But in the Bruton district there 
would be thirteen or fourteen such 
moves to make, Besides, there must 
be such officers as criers, ushers, and 
door- keepers, who, on this plan, though 
the inhabitants of the town will serve 
very well for such offices, will occasion 
tio inconsiderable increase of expense, 
inasmuch as a fresh set of them must 
be retained in cyery market town at 
each session, though the session last but 
a quarter of a day. The very judges 
and officers of court will become tired 
of, and, when there is no business to 
transact, may even be puzzled to know 
whether. they ought to undergo, the 
form of so incessantly opening and 
closing the session—it will be such 
** geeat cry and little wool,” All the 
parties, too, would be at'the expense of 
new lodgings in every town ; and those 
who have gone circuit know something 
of the expense of lodgings in sessions 
and.assize times. ‘Then, again, the 













} public will have 80 much the more rent 
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to pay for the use of court-houses, or of 
large rooms in inns; or so many more 
court-houses must be bought or be 
built at the public expense, 

But in addition to those reasons against 
holding a court in any market town, 
whata heavy call will there be on the 
time and trouble of jurymen ! A panel of 
jurymen for every markettown! And 
how many times a year with such plan- 
ners, there is no saying. My friend be- 
fore alluded to, has suggested every 
week ; butlet it be from two weeks to 
three weeks, as was, at last, the case 
with the old hundred courts. We shall 
have then a parcel of jurymen in at- 
tendance in every market town once in 
every three weeks, if not to try causes, 


alocal court for the trial of causes, ig 
every market town. And I may here 
simply venture to ask any person to de. 
vise a plan different from mine, which 
shall have equal regard to Saving unne. 
cessary calls on the time and trouble of 
jurymen, and be as well calculated to 
ensure juries equally free from the 
danger of personal prejudices or per- 
sonal influence. 

In making these observations I have, 
of course, supposed, that we are to 
continue to have panels of a sufficient 
number of jurymén, and juries of twelve 
persons. Bui since writing my first 
letter, I have learned that which, I fear, 
will draw me a little aside from the di 
rect course of going on with unfolding 





at least to be on the watch for the | my plan. I have since found that some 
entry of a cause for trial. I have known | person, originally half-witted and now 
in my own time, but of one example of | half-crazy, through egregious self-coa 
such provident foresight and watchful- | ceitedness, orsome insidious and double 
ness, and that was in the case of some) dealing impostor, would seem to have 
middle-aged women, whose whereabouts | brought over the, at once, vast and 
I should be loath to mention, but who, | acute, sagacious, discriminating, acct 
in the time of Bonaparte, laid the cloth, | rate, and close-reasoning mind of the 
and put the bread and cheese on the! Chancellor himself, to allow of juries of 
table, and sat up at nights watching | SIX being introduced into his late bil 
for the coming of the French. But it|I have procured from an obliging ge 
is not only the additional call on the!tleman, who contrived in a breath @ 
time and trouble of jurymen, which | pay the late bill and me equally a cou 
forms so strong an objection to holding pliment, “ it is of no good to any 006 
a court ine very market town, but,|‘* and therefore you may have a copy of 
drawn as the jurymen would be from“ it,” a copy of the bill, but only" 
such very circumscribed districts, every | ‘* amended on report.” I am, therefore, 
plaintiff and defendant would be indi-| still ignorant of what was its provisions 


vidually more or less known to every 


juryman. The juries would thus be! 


exposed to the danger of finding their 


488s to wwe” 
in its original state, and, consequent) 
it may not originally have conta" 


the clause, or, as an Essex justice of th 


| them, and the creditor of another. 


verdicts in many cases, rather on their peace used to say, the claw, which I 
estimation of the general characters of| about to copy. But “as amended of 
the parties, than on the evidence in the report,” the bill contained the clause 0 
cause. Not only so, but it must often|claw following: ‘And be it furtlé 
happen that one or more of the jury-|* enacted, that all actions (except 9% 
men would not be free from the influ-|‘ cases hereinbefore last mentic? 
ence of one or other of the parties. A/“ whereof any judge in ordinary 
plaintiff may be a poor man, and the de- |“ cognizance by virtue of this ac! sh 
fendant may be rich, or be otherwise a| “ be tried by such judge, and a Jury 
busy and influential person. He may |“ SIX PERSONS, according " 
be a good customer of several of the! “ course of the law of the realm, e* 
jurymen, or be the landlord of one of|“ in so far as it is otherwise provid 
; “ this act.” As if, forsooth, 2 "7 
The foregoing considerations are, I} six persons was according to the © 
hope, abundantly sufficient for knock-| of the law of the realm, and w% 
ing on the head any scheme for planting | the most daring and direct stab tha! 
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ver attempted at that great land-mark 
fold of our country; or, as if it was 
necessary to provide, any further, than 
py this proposed enactment for the trial 
the actions “ otherwise” than ac- 
nding to the course of the law of the 
ain. What law? What realm? 
bere would, at this rate, ere long, be 
either law nor realm. Bat there it 
as, and without a syllable being con- 
escended in the way of preamble, or 
he assigning of reasons for the intended 
nactinent. I will not trust myself just 
ow with attempting to express at 
oy length, or in any regular order, 
y sentiments on this most rash or 
host ins.dious, this most fool-hardy or 
ost presumptuous and insolent clause. 
ut I will do so, I hope in good time, 
case the project be ruined : and I will 
)s0, our inimitable law of libel, as it 
er has been, and is now judicially ex- 
bunded, and I fully admit, is row, in 
p faras respects the judges, necessaré/y 
expounded, and as it is most com- 
only acquiesced in by juries, this sup- 
sed and understood law of libel not- 
‘thstanding. A law, it is, however, 
hich, so expounded, in every case of 
«| prosecuted criminally, involves an 
surdity, and thereby becomes espe- 
aly calculated to uphold and perpe- 
ate abuses through punishing the de- 
buncers of them, however just and ap- 
priate all their statements may be, 
d however provisionally their mo- 
ns, not only in part, but in the real 
Mviction, it may be of the juries them. 
‘es. But, again, juries of six, and 
‘out a reason assigned! This is 
>much for my poor nerves, It de- 
ves me of my real judgment, and puts 
‘ ‘a some sort beside myself. It 
‘sme, for once, to apostrophize in 
tation of my brothers, and the more 
herently the more close will be the 
‘Mion. Shade of Alfred, then! But 
his will not do. You did not 
Meee be preat law. reformers, 
smoarh » wt jandicraftsmen, from 
"pe welt You, too, I am per- 

ke. Fy = as Friar Bacon, Locke, 

» “telding, Rodney, and” others 

D mast have been a dull-headed 
“zelzhire man, As that shire 
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was your shelter in your reverses of 
fortune, and the theatre of your great- 
est exploits in the field, so, 1 am per- 
suaded, you were born there. But good 
old king (good you are as yet admitted 
to have been), could not you hit on the 
choice of juries of six instead ‘of juries 
of twelve? What! not when there 
would have been such asaving of ex- 
pense, and so much greater a facility of 
handlingand managing them ? O, squan- 
derer, and man wholly wanting in cun- 
ning ! O, west-country clodhopper, cud- 
pel player, what a zany ! QO, farthest- 

orn from the wise men heretofore of 
the east, but now still farther north! 
O, Isle of Athelney hind-serving-man, 
who was so deservedly drubbed by your 
mistress for burning her cakes, was it a 
like remissness, or was it the poverty 
of your intellect, that made you hit 
upon juries of twelve instead of the so- 
much-more-cheap, facile, handy and 
dandy jury of six? What, not know 
that the northern lights were to come a 
thousand years afterwards,and changing 
pale and evanescent though they be, 
and visible only at night or by twilight, 
were to aim ata flash, at taking away 
from your juries arithmetically a half, 
but in fact and reality seven-eighths of 
their life and strength, and all their 
soundness and safety ? I do hope that it 
will not be necessary, but, if necessary, 
TI can and will strip from more than one 
chattering and noisy daw, ‘his bor- 
rowed plumes, be they the feathers of 
the peacock or of the jay. Let the fif- 
teen be content to be alternately be- 
flummered and rapped on the crown. 
That, for any thing I eare about, with 
indeed one exception, may be proper 
enough, if they think they ought to sub- 
mit to it. But, for my poor and obscure 
self, I will not contentedly or silently, 
nor at all if I can help it, suffer noise 
and pother and sounding pretension to 
be ranging abroad uncontrolled, aiming 
at sweeping away every thing esta- 
blished good or bad indiscriminately, 
and imposing on the understanding of 
our greatest men in Europe. Like the 
mouse in the fable, I will rather come 
with my little teeth, and, gnawing away 
the meshes which enclose the lion, set 
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the royal animal at large, taking care 
immediately to creep into my hole out 
of the reach of his paw. 

I have not, sir, in this letter, made so 
much progress in unfolding my plan as 
I could have wished ; but it was neces- 
sary to give complete and practical 
answers to the objections I have above 
anticipated, that my courts will be 
either too few or too numerous ; and you 
see how my simple mind has been led 
astray in the last long paragraph. But 
I hope, in my next, to keep more closely 
to the immediate business in hand, 

I am, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, 
J. Georag. 
Temple, Sept. 4, 1833. 
Mr. Cobbett, M. P. 
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Faipay, Seeremaber 6, 1333. 
INSOLVENT. 
HILTON, J., Cumberland-place, New-road, 


wholesale-grocer, 


BANKRUPTS. 

ARMISTEAD, R., Church-street, ¢traw-hat- 
mauufacturer, 

CARUWRIGHT, H., Shrewsbury, victualler. 

CHARD, W. b., Ciutton Inn, Somersetshire, 
innkeeper. 

HEMINGS, T., Great George-street, Ber- 
moudsey, bacon-drier. 

HOWARD, J., St. Mary-at-Hill, victualler, 

JOHNSON, J., and J. Gibbs, Warwick, 
linen-drapers. 

RICHARDSON, T., and W. Clarke, High 
Holborao, printers, 

ROUNDLHWAITE, G., Salisbury Arms 
Tavern, Bear- street, Leicester - square, 
hotel-keeper. 

YOULION, W. W.,, Devonport, tailor. 


_----—~— 


Turspay, Serremner 10, 1633. 
BANKRUPTsS, 


BELL, J., Exmouth, Devonshire coal-factor 

FURNISS, F., Longstune, Derbyshire, seeds- 
man, 

HAMPSON, S., Pilkington, Lancashire, dyer. 


wi LKI NSON, W,, Handsworth, Staffordshire 
tailor, : 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION. 
SHAND, W., Arvhall, merchant. 


'* 
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LONDON MARKETs. 


Marx-Lane, Corn-Excuanee, Sept. 9... 
We had this morning a fair supply of Whex 
from the home counties, which, added to the 
parcels left over from last week, caused the 
stands to~be tolerably well filled. The new 
samples, fresh up, did not prove in quality 
equal to those of the previous week, aud the 
condition of many cold and damp, which may 
in part be attributed to the weather. Oy 
millers evincing little disposition to purchase, 
the trade ruled extremely heavy, at a decline 
of 2s. to 3s. per qr. on. the rates of this day 
se’nnight. Old Wheats, however, maintained 
their former currencies. For bonded qualities 
a partial inquiry was experienced, but we did 
not hear of any actual business being trans 
acted. 

Barley was in limited supply, and olf 
grinding descriptions quite as dear. A few 
parcels of new quality were at market, the 
best of which, proving of rather better quality, 
obtained more money, say 37s. per quarter. 

Old Malt of good quality was firm, aud the 
demand rather improving. 

Oats were io short supply, and the article 
experiencing a fair retail demaud, the prices 
of good feed were full Gd. dearer than this day 
week, 

Old Beans continue scarce, and were ls 
dearer. New Mazagin steady at 30s. to 33s. 

Good boiling peas were worth 1s. mort 
money, and grey and. maple firm at their lat 
advances Though a government coutract lot 
500 quarters of white eas was aunounced os 
day, yet the first delivery being on the 15 
of October, the period was too jar distant 
have any effect at present on the trade. Flout 
in good demand, and prices unaltered. 


DFEGn -. ccetuenmeende e000 58s. to 64s 
MOG. acadine Beleivea cones 30s. to 32s 
Barley ....cccccccececces: 94s, to on 
ES: errr e TT Ps, to 305. 
Peas, White.. e*eeeeeeeeeee $15. to ~ 
Boilers.... eeeeeveee 335. tu _— 
Grey.... ee eeeeeeere 30s. lo om 
Beaus, Small.... eereeerer o=5e ls 
Tick... SS - 30s. to os 
Oats POURS. ie cdec cc cece 99;, to 24% 
Feed.. *eeee-eeeeee ** 


16s. to 05. 
Flour, persack .....0..20+ 20% 


to des 
PROVISIONS, 
Pork, India, new., ..—s. to 1105. | 
Mess, new ... 605, to 62s. 6d. a 
Butter, Belfast ¥/ 1758s to 78s. per 
Carlow seat 76s, to 795. 
Cork ee ooen.f 486 to 75s. 
_—— eid 5024s. to 795. 
Wate ord,. 3s. to 76s. 
—— Dublin ....72s. to 74s. 


——> 


to <— 





SMITHFIELD, September % 
This day’s supply.of Beasts we" ° 


numerous, butia amnddli9§ 
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inferior quality : the supply of each kind of 
mall stock rather limited, but fully equal to 
be demand—trade was, throughout, dull— 
ith Beef and Veal-ata depression of from 2d. 
» fd. per stove; with Mutton, Lamb, and 
ork, at Friday’s quotations. 
About a fourth of the Beasts were short- 
ms, cbiefly from Lincolnshire, Leicester- 
pire, and Northamptonshire ; the remaining 
bree-fourths about equal numbers of Here- 
rds, Devons, Scots, and Welsh runts, with, 
rhaps, 100 Town’'s-end ‘Cows, and a few 
ussex Beasts, Staffords, &e.—About 400 of 
e Devous, runts, and Inish Beasts, with 
bout 100 of the Scots, and the Town’s-end 
ws, were from the London marshes: and 
ost of the remainder of these breeds, and 
arly the whole of the Herefords, from the 
ove-mentioned northern, and our midland, 
ith a few from our western grazing districts, 
lorfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Kent, Sussex, and 
mbridgeshire. 
Full three-fifths of the Sheep appeared to 
tuew Leicesters, of the South Downs and 
bite-faced crosses, in the proportion of about 
v of the former to five of the-latter; about 
filth South Downs, and the remaining 
th about equal numbers of old Leicesters, 
us, aud Kentish balf-breds, with a few 
i Livcolas, horned and polled Norfolks, 
u a aud Welsh Sheep, horned Dor- 
5, ac, 
About seven-eighths of the Lambs appeared 
consist of ahout equal numbers of new 
icesters, chiefly of the Downish cross, and 
uli Downs: the remainder of Dorsets, with 
tw Kents, Kentish half-breds, &c. 





MARK-LAN E.—Friday, Sept.. 12. 


The arrivals this week are short. 
thet dull at Monday’s prices. 


The 
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COBBETT-LIBRARY. 
New Edition, 
‘BEETI'S Spelling-Book 
‘ (Price 2s.) 
ntaini . | 
a hook po ect the usual matter of 
SODUCTION TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR 
This l have written by way of 
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1. ENGLISH GRAMMAR.—Of this 


work sixty thousand copies have now been 
published. This is a duodecimo volume, and 
the price is 3s. bound in boards. 


2. TULL’S HORSE-HOEING 


HUSBANDRY; or, a Treatise on the Prin- 
ciples of Tillage aud Vegetation. With an In- 
troduction, by Wm. Consett. 8vo. Price 15s, 


3. THE EMIGRANT’S GUIDE, 


Just now Published, under this Title, a little 
Volume, containing Ten Letters, addressed to 
English Tax-pavers. A new edition, with a 
Postscript, contaiving an account of the Prices 
ef Houses and Land, recently obtained from 
America by Mr. Cobbett. Price 2s, 6d. in bds. 


4, THE WOODLANDS; or, a Trea- 


tise on the preparing of the ground for plant- 
ing ; on the planting, on the cultivating, on 
the pruning, and on the cutting dowa, of Fo- 
rest recs and Underwoods, Price 14s. bound 


in boards. 


5. YEAR’S RESIDENCE IN AME- 
RICA.—The Price of this book, in good print 
and on fine paper, is 5s. 


6. FRENCH GRAMMAR; or, Plain 


Instractions for the Learning of French. Price, 
bound in boards, 5s. 

7. COTTAGE ECONOMY.—I wrote 
this Work professedly for the use of the la- 
bouring and middling classes of the English 
nation. I made myself acquainted with the 
best and simplest modes of making beer and 
bread, and these I made itas plain as, I believe, 
words could make it. Also of the keeping of 
Cows, Pigs, Bees, and Poultry, matters which 
1 understood as well as any body could, and 
in all their details. It includes my writings 
also on the Straw Plait. A Duodecimo Vo- 
lume. Price 2s. id. 


8. POOR MAN’S FRIEND. A new 


edition. Price &d. 


9. THE LAW OF TURNPIKES. 
By William Cobbett, Jun., Student of Lin- 
coln’s Inn. Price 3s, 6d. boards. 


10. ROMAN HISTORY, French and 
English, intended, not only as.a History for 
Young People to read; but as a Book of Exer- 
cises to accompany my French Grammar. 
Two Volumes. Price 13s. in boards. 


11. PAPER AGAINST GOLD; or, 
the History and Mystery of the National Debt, 
the Bank of England, the Funds, and all the 
Trickery of Paper Money. The Price of this 
book, very nicely priuted, is 5s. 


12. MARTENS’S LAW OF NA- 
TIONS.—This is. the Book which was the 
fouaslation of all the knowledge that | lave 
ever d relative to public law. The 
Price is 17s.,andthe manner of its executionis 
to make it fit for the Library 


I think, such as 
of any Geutleman. 
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13. SERMONS.-—-There are twelve of 


these, in one volume, on the following sub- 
jects: 1. Hypocrisy and Cruelty ; 2, Drunken- 
ness; 3. Bribery; 4. Oppression ; 5. Unjust 
re - aa 6. The Sluggard ; 7. The Murderer ; 
8. T e Gamester ; 9, Public Robbery; 10. The 
Unnatural Mother ; 11. The Sin of Forbidding 
Marriage; 12. On the Duties of Parsons, and 
ov the Institution and Object of Tithes. Price 
3s. 6d. bound in boards. 

A Thirteenth Sermon, entitled “GOOD 
FRIDAY; or, The Murder of Jesus Christ 
by the Jews.”” Price 6d. 


14. A TREATISE ON COBBETT'S 


CORN ; containing Instructions for Propa- 
ting and Cultivating the Plant, and for 
arvestiog and Preserviag the Crop ; and also 

au account of the several uses to which the 

Produce is applied. Price 5s. 


15. PROTESTANT “ REFORMA- 


TION” in England and Ireland, showing how 
that event has impoverished and degraded the 
main body of the people in those countries. 
Two volumes, bound in boards. The Price of 
the first volume is 4s.6d. The Price ofthe 
second volume 3s. 6d, 


Just published, price 12s. 


& GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 
OF ENGLAND AND WALES; 


CONTAINING 


The names, in Alphabetical Order, of all the 
Counties, with their several Subdivisions, 
into Hundreds, Lathes, Rapes, Wapen- 
takes, Wards, or Divisions; and an Ac- 
count of the Distribution of the Counties 
into Circuits, Dioceses, and Parliamentary 
Divisions. 

ALSO, 


The names (under that of each County re- 
spectively), in Alphabetical Order, of all 
the Cities, Boroughs, Market Towns, Vil- 
lages, Hamlets, avd Tithings, with the 
Distance of each from London, or from the 
nearest Market Town, and with the Popu- 
lation, and other interesting particulars 
relating to each ; besides which there are 


MAPS ; 


First, one of the whole country, showing the 
local situation of the Counties relatively to 
each other; and, then, each County is also 
preceded by a Map, showing, in the same 
manner, the local situation of the Cities 
Boroughs, and Market Towns, ; 


FOUR TABLES 


Are added ; first, a Statistical Table of all 
- Counties, and then three ich aca . 
| the new Divisions and Distributions en 

by the Reform-Law of 4th June, 1832, 


ApvERTISEMENTS. 


THE CURSE 
OF 


PAPER MONEY AND BANKING, 


Or, a short History of Banking in the United 
States of America, with an account of iy 
ruinous effects on Landowners, Farner, 
Traders, and un all the industrious classes of 
the community. 


By W. M. Gouaes, of Philadelphia, in 1833, 


To which is prefixed an Introduction y 
Wa. Cospspett, M.P., for Oldham. Price &, 
11, Bolt-court, Fleet-street, and all Book. 
sellers. 





ANDLES, SOAP, and OIL, @ 
MATHEWS’S FACTORIES, 
41, Long Acre, and at 34, Upper Marylebone 
street, Portland-place. Store Dips, 6s. pet 
doz. ; Wax-wick Moulds, 7s.; Finest Wary, 
21s.; Sperm and Composition, 17s.; Pateot 
Tropical Wax, 14s.; Finest Sperm Oil, % 
per Imperial Gallon ; Good Lamp, 3s. ; Soap, 
best Store Mottled, GOs. per 112 ib.; ditt, 
Pale Yellow, 568.3 strong, ditto, 52s.; Old 
brown Windsor and Camphor, Is. 4d. per |b; 
White and Patm, Als.; superior Almond, 
is. 6d.; Finest Sealing Wax, 4s. ; Packed 
with care for the couutry, or delivered iu towm 
Cash only. 


~—_—, 





CHEAP CLOTHING!: 


SWAIN ‘AND CO., Tailors, &c., 
93, Fixet-Srreer, 
(Near New Bridge-sireet.) 


EG the attention of the public to the 
extensive stock of goods for the pres 
season, which they supply at the following 
prices :— 
FUR CASH ONLY. 
£. & 
A Suit of Supertine Clothes...-.+++ 4 18 
Ditto, Black or Blue......++ 5 10 
Ditto, Imperial Saxony 
Petersham Great Coats...-++++++ 
Barogan or Velveteen Shootio 
Jackets... eeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeer i 
Cobbett’s Cord Trowsers .. ++++++** 10 
A complete Suit of Livery ...+++++ 4 


SpantsH, Opera, and WALKING C : 
Lanes See ane aon ger ~“ 
tl te tredé pie op the most elegant manoe 

I recommend Messrs. Swain and 
as very and punctual trade 
whom I have long employed with gr 
satisfaction. mu. COBBE® 
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